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Abstract:

The Ustasa Organization, an extremist Croatian fascist nationalist entity,
was established in 1930 with the aim of creating an independent Croatian state
separate from Yugoslavia. This state was envisioned to encompass the
territories of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina as a historical right exclusively
inhabited by Croats. This objective was to be achieved through terrorist
operations leading to an armed Croatian revolution, preparations for which took
place within training camps established by the Ustasa for their followers in Italy
and Hungary. When Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy occupied Yugoslavia in
1941, the Independent State of Croatia (1941-1945) was founded under their
auspices. This state incorporated the lands of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina
and was headed by Ante Paveli¢, the leader of the Ustasa. Within its borders
resided Catholic Croats, Orthodox Serbs, Muslims, Jews, and Roma. In pursuit
of an ethnically homogenous Croatian state, the Ustasa carried out campaigns of
ethnic cleansing and genocide targeting Serbs, Jews, and Roma. The Kkillings
also extended to their opponents among Muslims and Croats. The UstaSa's
radical nationalist project concluded with the demise of the Independent State of
Croatia at the end of World War Il in 1945.
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