2]
Y4
*® * /

Journal Homepage: https://tasleem.alameedcenter.iq /
ISSN: 2413-9173 (Print) ISSN 2521-3954 (Online)

35 ,wa‘f.w! ;:Ju}:mda L)

T -8

Jw.GJw
o rodl clgylals a0l AR s /LY o slall s NG [ gamadl UL L nalr )
medabayda51@gmail.com
uﬂ).\ﬂ /%ﬂ\&u‘@ob)ﬁb

,:;J\@)L: Jﬁﬁ.&\@)u (..Ld\@)ls
YeYo /¥ /¥ YeYo /Y /Ve Yeve /Ny /Y
. () sl (Y V) uded
DOL g e
10.55568/t.v21i33.223-250 p Y Yo il a1 EE7 ylas) T

g.a.Jleali
S TN B KN S DY - PR U3 B S PPN PR P,
RUP PRI [ L SOCIN [JER DR U [P T E S S e B DY
ookl (5 Ao V1AV ) a sl eV lamt ol 5 S IVl s
U553l a1l Slomdl e LIV aailias Sl
o5 Sl Ll plaall et 5T 10E0 Sl a1 055 (e nodl 1dn 22001
L2 Vi dnd o 301 5T ) 15k 5 et s DLl e o
i) ais = Ol Iy 31 35 50 b 43 pLaad) - olis (s
il s U1 ol s s e it e Lo 3 = Sl
CEPAPCHEITNE PR U A R WP SV JPIOY: S SIS - S |
Q\J()quﬂbd\qu:ijga_lﬁlji_lﬁlq_l\ul_i&o_»o_g-sj&;\u_b
S gt JE3 ~Lals i g s 1 T ] ol dmy a5 el
L " e sl Tt 1 133 5l oy a gn B e el s


https://tasleem.alameedcenter.iq/t/index.php/t/copyright
http://doi.org/10.55568/t.v21i33.223-250

Time in Old Arabic Narrative (Asmar as a Model)

Muhammed Ubaidah*

1 Abdelmalek Essaadi University/ Faculty of Letters and Humanities/ Depart-
ment of Arabic and Literature, Morocco;
medabayda51@gmail.com
PhD. in Arabic Language/ Lecturer

Received: Accepted: Published:
3/11/2024 10/2/2025 31/3/2025

DOLI: Volume (21) Ramadhan 1446 AH
10.55568/t.v21i33.223-250 Issue (33) March 2025 AD BY NG

Abstract:

This paper seeks to explore the role of time in shaping literary

Asmaar (nocturnaltales) as narrative genre. It delves into the lex-
ical meanings of the term "Asmaar",traces its semantic evolution
and uses, and examines its transition to a conventionalized meaning
among classical scholars. Additionally, it investigates how the seman-
tic characteristics of it are reflected in the generic features of this nar-
rative mode. The significance of this study lies in the fact that critical
studies give particular attention to magam (context) due to its role in
defining the features and characteristics of discourse. Given that time
is a fundamental element of magam, the paper aims to highlight the
presence of time—as the moment of narration—in Asmaar, while un-
covering the manifestations of this presence, which extends beyond
magam to the very structure of the narrative, transforming time into
a "subject" or "material" of storytelling. The paper focuses on two
tales from One Thousand and One Nights: The City of Brass and Iram
of the Pillars. Through analysis, it concludes that time, as magam,
shapes the distinctive features of this genre, particularly as a time of

relaxation and a respite from the "seriousness" of the day. This gives
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these types of tales a fantastical dimension, distant from realistic experi-
ence and extended to suit the length of the night. Regarding time as a sub-
ject of storytelling, the analysis reveals that nocturnal tales often strives to
represent ancient times and depict their glories, while remaining unable
to detach itself from

the moment of writing and the time of documentation. These tales carry

philosophical, epistemological, and historical references that allow for the

identification of their time of composition.

Keywords: Magam (context), time, night, Asmaar, history of documen-
tation, glory

of the ancients, fantastical elements
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