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Abstract;
Conceptualize the term alienation as a gendered experience is the
part of the feminist studies. Gender issues simply means that it is so-
cio—cultural problem affects the men and women both differently in
different power structures, Hierarchical power structure of society
decides the roles of men and women as per social strata. According
to such structure how both the genders experiences alienation is the
part of the research study. Bindu Bhatt, one of the well-known writ-
ers of Gujarati literature has portrayed the character of Kanchanba,
a 78 years old lady, how she suffers because of the gender-based so-
cial framework and experienced feeling of estrangement, disappoint-
ment, frustration and displacement is the part of the present study.
Key Words: gender, translation, estrangement,psychology, fic-
tional narrative
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Translation studies have a key impact in literature. There is hardly
any scope for literature in translation especially in Gujarati Litera—
ture available to echo its time frame, society and culture, There are
very few monuments which are available in translation for Gujarati
language into English or any other languages. Gujarati literature has
its rich culture and on the base of it, there is rich literature, In the
Gujarati literature there is one of the themes of the literature known
as literature of partition. As the fact is known to all that during 1947
India has gone through kind of surgery that is a part of India got its
separate identity but it is said that if one of the parts of the body is cut,
the entire body has to suffer. And in case of India, it is actually true.
As far as partition is concerned the entire generation of India have
gone through the most disastrous events during the time of partition,
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Partition has the most devastating events throngh many people suf-
fered, got displaced, alienated, lost property or left their homes, had
great trauma and dilemma, people in numbers were killed, women
were tortured mentally and physically, sexually harassed and raped,
humiliated and thrown out like an object and so forth. And to be
the mirror of his’her time many historians and writers have pre-
sented their views to keep records of partition but very less events
ot literature have been written in Gujarati literature and thus very
few events are there in translation to show its effect and impact on
human lives. The novel The Inexhaustible by Bindu Bhatt records
such an event fictionally by providing historical element of partition
and its impact on human being especially women, Most of time,
literature become the mirror for the history and its facts, Here, the
present research study deals with the feeling of alienation and socio-
psychological impact projected in Bindu Bhatt’s The Inexhaustible
to put an eye on situation and position of women in pre-independ-
ence and post-independence society.

Before to jump into the textual context let us understand what ex-
actly the term alienation theory means. Here, the theory of aliena-
tions refers to people who are having the feeling of estrangement or
externalization for being not in home or the place they belong to.
Let us understand it with the help of theory of alienation given by
Karl Marx, As per the ideology presented by Mark’s for alienation
suggests that the very essence of externalization or estrangement is
that something where oneselfis alienated from oneself. One can ob-
jectify or subjectify in relation to object, The constitution of the ob-
ject alienates oneself or dominate oneself which is generally rooted
in itsell’ Mark’s has stratified it in four different strata. First is loss of
an object, second is own activity which becomes subjugation, third
is to alienate from own humanity that bring to an end to be a man
and the last is to alienate from other, Theorised as:

“Marx thus ditferentiated in the phenomenon of alienation in four
“characteristics.” The first and the fourth of them (the alienation of
the products and the alienation of man from man) were regarded
by him as consequences and forms of expression of the second and
the third (the alienation of production and the alienation of man’s

AR
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essence), where the essence of phenomenon (the alienation of man
from himself) is immediately seen. Instead of four characteristics
Marx could have enumerated three of five:; the number is not es—
sential. What is essential is the thought that self-alienation means
alienation of man from himself and that alienation may assume dif-
ferent forms, Not only the alienation of productive activity and the
alienation of man’s generic essence, but also the alienation of the
results of production and the alienation of man from man, are in
essence the alienation of man from himself the alienation of man
from his humanity " (Meszaros)

In The Inexhaustible, the author describes such alienated feeling
and socio—psychological impact through the central character of
the fictional partition narrative, Kanchanba. The writer explores
the religious communal riots and its aftermath effects, The whole
story of the novel revolves around the Kanchanba who is 78years old
lady, who come across many fences throughout her life. A journey
from Kanchan to Kanchanba unfolds many events in present and
flashback. From childhood to an old age, she comes across many
fences. To be a middle-class woman, it doesn’t remain easy for her
to live as happy as she wants. The demonstration of the agony and
estrangement of a middle-class woman who is struggling against
the circumstances during the time of the partition, with persever—
ance and a will to fight as her only weapons, She pays the price for
the dictatorial decision were taken by the rulers. Even more harse
thing is that neither the family nor the society or history considers
women'’s efforts and sacrifices. But such literature into translation
adding up common people, citizen and women instead presenting
mighty heroes.

This fictional narrative is the first novel on partition in Gujarati lit—
erature under the title Akhepatar which later translated into English
in a way that it enhances the original meaning by Vinod Meghani
and received Sahitya Academy Award in 2003, With the characteri-
zation of Kanchanba, the author provides varied dimensions of her
emotional world radiates to different corners of the Indian society.
Societal norms and psychological behaviour also play significant
role to provide wide picture of Indian society. It is not wrong to say
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that society and culture is interlinked or contemporary to each oth-
er. Author’s projection of key observation and systematic arrange-
ment shows Kanchanba’s relationship with others and presents her
own psychology. Before to dwell into the socio-psychological ele-
ments with reference to protagonist let us understand what is the
effect of social behaviour on human psyche and psychelogical effect
of alienation, Generally, the word ‘social’ refers to the family, reli-
gion or society where as the word ‘psychology”’ refers to the char-
acteristics of mind and behaviour of an individual or group. Social
behaviour attributes individuals thinking and influence for others
while psychic effect of estrangement relates with individual’s feel-
ings, actions, thoughts and beliefs. It has varied characteristics which
explains individual’s action and behaviour for others.

Kanchanba’s nostalgic past effects influences her life in Jashapar,
As being a daughter of middle-class couple namely Jyeshtharam
and Reva, she has a feeling of village life and feeling of city life she
receives when she married to Amrut, a son of Devshanker Shukla,
who owns a firm where Jyeshtharam works as a clerk in Karachi.
Kanchan, merely a child, when she accompanied her parents at Ka-
rachi. As per the historical records on education shows that boys are
more taken in to consideration than girls, Same as Kanchan does
not get chance for education in Karachi but her younger brother,
Vishwanath does it. She has only duty assigned to her is to escort-
ing her brother to school and look after him whole long day, But
her desire makes her learn, her name’s alphabet and develops more
interest in education but she couldn’t get it directly or indirectly.
Kanchan, who is the daughter of Rewa was supposed to get mar-
ried before she reaches to the age of her maidenhood. All the family
members and other known people were in search of bright groom
for her. They were discussing about one of the suitable men for her
but the bedridden mother’s advice was not taken under the con-
sideration. Her mother could listen the conversation of their family
members and felt how she was alienated by them which is very well
expressed in her thoughts:

“Rewa, who was crouching in a corner of the room, perceived that
the ongoing dialogue between her husband and his mother was




TN

3, Sy Al Y19 Anadall Wlalylly gl onf 3SE A luad
pY YO Olpp a Y E£7 Aol (o3 &L L]l (1 0) 2aal

concerning the matchmaking for Kanchan, For a moment she took
it hard upon herself. The topic is about my daughter, the one whom
I've borne in flesh and blood, but they don’t consider it necessary
to inform me, leave apart to consult me! It is my fate that I have
to keep overhearing like a stranger, and to figure out by adding up
twos like an eavesdropper! Just because I'm disabled, do 1 have to be
an outcaste, too? Am | a mere crippled cattle head to be discarded?”
(Bhatt)

It shows how she was alienated by the family on the basis of gender
as well as disability. Being a mother, she has feeling for Kanchan but
such feelings have no value when a woman is passive,

Being a child, once Kanchan got married her desire to get an edu-
cation remain unfulfilled that desire became stronger when she was
reminded that as a daughter-in-law, she has certain duty to perform
for her in-laws whereas her husband being a male of the family
could get the education and went to appear in exam that made her
to feel alienated from her husband as she felt that education could
make him to be better in life whereas her condition will be the same
at home, She has to struggle, to establish her identity in the society
and also, she has to prove herself to her in-law’s house.

“When Kanchan arrived to live with her husband, Amrut’s matric-
ulation examination was only one month away. He had detached
himself from the study-books only as much as he had to for the
wedding ceremony. He resumed his preparations for appearing at
the examination and began to spend most of his time studying in
his room. He ate his meals in his room. Kanchan spent most of her
time with Jaya and Gangaba, The house, the occupants and Amrut
were the same but the relationships had changed. Kanchan had to
shed her loose sash and don the sari in its full form. Devshankar
now being her father— in-law, she was forbidden from crossing his
path. She had to address Jaya with formal respect and could not call
Amrut by name, She was expected to wake up and bathe early and
attend to the kitchen chores in company of Ganga-ba, who, while
continuing to perform her religious activity, kept issuing instruc-
tions to the daughter—in-law as and when necessary.” (Bhatt)
Amrut, who is now the owner of the theatres in Karachi namely
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“Victoria", *Kanchan” and “Lakshmi”. Once when Amrut takes Kan-
chan and Jaya to the theatre to watch movie, he compares his sister
and Kanchan in fashion style. Jaya, sister-in-law of Kanchan, wears
a sari with fancy blouse with round ballooning sleeves and in con-
trast to her Kanchan is so plain that Amrut at times jestingly ad-
dresses her as the *old hag". His giggling words give her feeling of
estrangement, Amrut being a city lad and Kanchan being a village
lass completely two opposites in a one root. By taunting her Amrut
states that:

“Y¥ou bloody natives! What do you know of the modern age? Only
after the British arrived, we came to realize how great was our
country! Had they not come, we would have been languishing in a
remote corner of the earth! Thank the British that they brought rail-
roads! Or without the facility of post, no son would have been able
to perform the last rites of his father, by post, of course! I'll venture
this far: the British taught us the concept of freedom! Or we would
have been cramming the rotting old scriptures! Are we born to die
like a buffalo drowning in its mire? . " (Bhatt)

Kanchan does not like the way Amrut talk to her. As being an Indian
she does not like the British ideology, Her past memory traces her
to her teacher, Sharadabahen and Lalita, who is a maternal uncle’s
daughter, who are actively taking part for Indian freedom struggle.
Even both have left the school to join such activity that makes her
more estrange for being not able to join them, One side her husband
who is studying and actively taking part as he wants. On the other
side her teacher and one of her friend acts as they want, So that, such
humiliation inflicted to her more deeply by the day.

“Kanchan tried hard to forget all that and to adjust to the needs of
Amrut, Ganga-ba and her new home, her effort to please Amrut
evoked Ganga-ba’s anger and jealousy. - Amrut was away from
home during the day. Being a man, he could escape from the do-
mestic friction. Gangaba on her part kept intimidating Kanchan and
‘teaching her the role of an ideal woman. At times Kanchan felt she
lived like a daily- wage labourer, for the pleasure of husband dur-
ing mornings and evenings and for fulfilling the whims of Gangaba
during daytime, There was no scope for her to live according to her
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own wish. Oh, once she did get that opportunity!” (Bhatt)

Due to political unrest Amrut’s business of theatre also facing trou
ble, Jaya eventually started taking interest in movement struggle an
influenced by the Lalita, she run away from the home with Lalit
Devshanker Sukla could not bear it because as being the part of th
political party and,

“the city’s mayor, a man of high esteem, detached himself from th
reality of place and time, from the bonds with and relevance of h
kinsfolk and desensitized himself into an imbecile” (Bhatt)

Here, a well-known personality in the city now turns as a fool ¢
puppet, such alienation brings the context of time, place and fam
ily relationships, Her estrange feeling become more intense whe
she has to leave the Karachi to Kamp because of the violence tak«
place in the society against the British Government. One afternooi
when Amrut let her know that Karachi will be the part of Pakista
and they have to leave the Karachi. As per Amrut’s suggestion sh
takes money and basic things to survive, Unfortunately, she los
her elder son Gautam on the way to Kemadi port, Later, she h:
lost her father- in-law while sailing to Okha. She stays in a refuge
camp. When she come to know that a dead body of an elderly ma
washed out on the beach, she thinks of that would be of her father
in-law and goes to sea to check it out at night but unfortunately, sk
is raped by the guard and returns to camp by the morning. It is n¢
wrong to say that instead of finding the dead body of Devshanke
she became a dead body herself. The author has portrayed such in
tense picture with subtle language as:

“In the early hours of dawn, she returned to the camp. She had gon
on a mission to bring back the corpse; on her return she looked lik
one, Her wobbly feet... dishevelled hair... cheeks abraded by thorn
shrubs... dried blobs of blood on her eartips... ravaged body... ju
another unfortunate episode, like the one in the lives of many vio
lated woman..." (Bhatt) “When Aruna asked her that “Ba where
your mangalsutra?” She could not respond back. Her alienated feel
ing is clearly visible here, Kanchan did not answer and kept sittin
staring at her bare hands. (Desai)

Later, Kanchan, who is in dilermma about the father of the foeti
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which is developing in her womb. It is difficult for her to make sure
that whether it is of the wonderful night that she spent with Amrut
before to leave Karachi or the night when she raped by the guard at
the port, Dr. Desai criticise it as “the birth of Kartik also works as an
allegory for the birth of the Indian nation: He was born in the sev-
enth month, a son born at a premature time and with a defect in the
left leg. The child’s bone of the ankle was slant, Both the legs had as
if different directions, Kanchan felt, this child is the product of this
age India has got freedom but the free India, a child of Mother India
like me, is not destined to stand firmly " (Desai)

She starts living in Jasapar and follows ancestral way for earning
through ‘the inexhaustible bowl of sorrows" (Bhatt). She starts beg-
ging for livelihood. She follows the Brahmanhood and enchanting
religious wording. Here, the title aptly gives its significance, She
tries hard to get ray of light and happiness in darkness of her life.
Time passes and all her children grown up. Aruna is in Amdavad
with Jaya, Chandrakant, who is settled and managing his work nice-
ly and sending money to Kanchanba as promised from his earning,
Kartik is also settled for his livelihood and become responsible too.
Time changed now all settled and stand on their feet. But Kanchan’s
life still going with the agony and estrangement. Her feeling of al-
ienation become intense when she gets to know that Chandrakant
has written a letter of acceptance with the name of Kanchan to Eve,
second wife of Amrut, lives at Kampala and now moved to Uganda
with her son Kevon, for the one and half lacs which Amrut has de-
posited for Kanchan and fifty thousand added by Eve herself. After
his death Eve’s letter gives her feeling of alienation because it is dif-
ficult for her to digest the truth. She feels it as rude and insulted. She
feels that some has taken away the base from her feet. Her life has
made her alienated once when her husband put her in isolation and
remarried and secondly her son who met his hands with the second
wite ot his father for money. For whom she has given her whole lite
is just a wastage. She screams as:

“Chandrakant, what you’ve committed is not a blunder, it’s a crime.
You’ve shamed your mother’s milk. I had reconciled to your fa-
ther’s remarriage As a deserted wife I had accepted the void in my
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life because I had presumed that my feet stood on solid earth to let
me live with my self-respect intact, that I had fulfilled my duties as a
mother, that my children would grow up and prove the worthiness
of my endeavour. Now I know those were illusions.” (Bhatt)

Such a humiliation and insult develop consciousness in herself for
self-identity, And on the same juncture she decides to leave from
Jasapar to some other place where she can reconcile herself. Her up-
rooted feeling from Karachi to Jasapar and Jasapar to an unknown
place trace her to the religious path.

Further, Kanchanba’s own revelation bring ray of light from the
darkness and discover herself with the memories of her life.

To sum up we can say it was Kanchanba’s determination and mirth-
ful nature led her to live in the place which was completely far from
her present thoughts, She could balance between past and present
and with all the mixed-up feelings of alienation or belongingness
she continued to dwell happily and made others to feel the same
who so ever came across her way.
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