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Abstract:
This study examines and analyzes the Asharite conception of
the Imamate in terms of its definition, foundations, and its place
within doctrinal theology. It traces the key Asharite views on
the conditions required of an Imam, the methods of his ap-
pointment, and reviews the fundamental ideas that shaped their
perspective on this issue, as reflected in the works of prominent
Asharite scholars such as al-Bagqillani, al-Juwayni, al-Ghazalj,
al-Amidi, and others,
The research aims to provide a precise academic treatment that
clarifies the methodological features of Ash arite thought on
the Imamate, viewing it as part of their broader understanding
of creed, governance, and society, The study also seeks to ana—
lyze the Ash arite view of the Imamate by tracing its theological
foundations, exploring their stance on the Rightly Guided Ca-
liphate and the conduct of the caliphs, and identifying the con-
ditions and attributes of the Imam as envisioned by Ash arite
scholars. Moreover, the paper highlights the main differences
between this view and those of other theological schools, in an
effort to understand the nature of the Ash arite perspective on
the Imamate within its doctrinal and historical context.
Keywords: Imamate, Caliphate, Ash arites, Aba al- asan al-Ash
ari
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