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Iranian—North Korean Relations (1979-1997)

Assistant Professor Dr. Ali Jawdat Subaih Al-Maliki
Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies / University of Basrah

Abstract

No one disputes that international relations, in their broad sense, are
interactions between two or more countries occurring within temporary or ongoing
time frames, defined by the outcomes and results of these interactions—whether
positive or negative. The Iranian—North Korean relations during the period from
1979 to 1997 are characterized by ambiguity and uncertainty, partly due to limited
information and media leaks related to their interactions. This situation prompted
the researcher to undertake detailed research, investigation, and analysis to produce
a solid and reliable study aimed at better understanding this complex and
somewhat obscure relationship.
There is no ideological convergence or clear economic benefit linking the two
countries; rather, their primary commonality lies in their shared hostility toward
the United States. This shared antagonism had consequences mainly confined to
the military domain. While this fact is clear and undisputed by both parties, many
aspects of the relationship remain shrouded in mystery regarding its scope and
comprehensive nature. In particular, questions remain about the impact of this
relationship on Iran, especially during and after the Iran-Iraq War.
Accordingly, numerous questions and uncertainties surrounded these bilateral
relations, which the researcher sought to address through a scientific methodology
appropriate for such an important and sensitive subject.
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