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)Planning and Architecture of the Monastery of Saint Barbara in Al-
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University of Mosul

Abstract:
The Monastery of Saint Barbara (Mart Barbara) is a prominent and important
religious, historical and archaeological landmark in the town of Karamles,
located at the entrance to the town of Karamles, 29 kilometers (18 miles)
southeast of the city of Mosul. The Monastery of Saint Barbara consists of a
large and spacious building, built on an archaeological hill about 293 meters
high. It is said that the site of this hill on which the monastery was built is the
same site on which the palace of the pagan ruler and his daughter, Saint Barbara,
was built before her martyrdom. The Monastery of Saint Barbara includes the
old church building, the tomb of the young martyr Barbara, her shrine and
mausoleum, in addition to rooms for priests, pastors, monks, deacons,
worshippers, disciples, scholars, students and servants. The construction of the
monastery and church was renovated in the year 1766 AD after they were
exposed to the invasions of the Safavid Persians and the looting of their
property. The shrine of Saint Barbara was also renovated, and a spherical dome
was built over her shrine. Spacious and large, the architecture of the Monastery
of Saint Barbara and its church was renewed in the year 1797 AD, along with
the renovation of the architecture of its shrine and mausoleum, which includes
two marble graves, belonging to Saint Barbara, and next to it is the grave of her
servant Juliana, her sister in faith. The restoration and reconstruction operations
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in the Monastery of Saint Barbara, its shrine and its church have been repeated
several times, and it still stands, preserving all its architectural and artistic
elements to this day.

Keywords,Monastery, Saint Barbara, Planning, Church, Shrine, Karamles , Al-
Hamdaniya
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