toadlal)

ey Guall ehad HalE Land (oidlide Hhi Jgas e wall Bl ubiall jeasll ohed Joli

Sgla cala S 0o gpale 40 Osmags Gialgl) ehad a5 ¢ Gall diine gl danill A1 dbiagy pgl Sl
G 2 calball (B &llaie 80 dae GAD A G ) Rl ebad die suall SN Jsa ey
SLAL aa 1588 (GugSen S STy catld Badl) g (K 8 Gialgd) ehed o aa casa Jailly 53V
s (b Gomniall gl Gsiny e Ao Bua paclie Il cdisall gl Iy Lo Gle sy ¢adlil

Y S

AT



A 5alal we Jalaill 8 4k Legia K1y cageal) e lally caadl Selall sghels Wal 05K 13Sa;

sl GiKl L ag ) mﬂmﬁwa}ﬁg xSl CEAY) aas cal LAY deay My tiall aad Lalicd

halgly el canaall ¢ wliad) ) cdujad) Zal) s Labidal) cilalsl)

Abstract:

In the Abbasid era, "'mainstream" poets and "'marginal' poets addressed the
phenomenon of envy from two different perspectives. While mainstream poets took
pride in being envied—regarding the envy of others as a sign of good fortune or a
mark of honor—marginal poets whispered about it mockingly toward anyone of high
status. At the same time, among mainstream poets, boasting about envy evolved into

a cultural pattern marked by a condescending tone, seeking to undermine and

AV



dominate others. As for the marginal poets, they adopted the same pattern but in

reverse: they themselves became spiteful enviers. Before long, they began to feel a
sense of inferiority, channeling their hostility toward those they believed to be the

cause of their misery and deprivation.

Hence, we have two types of poets: the "'master' poet and the "subjugated"
poet, each with his own framework for dealing with the same phenomenon. Just as
we find al-Mutanabbi relishing the envy directed at him, we find al-Ahnaf al-‘Akbari
suffering from a deep, spiritual wound. It appears that envy carries both pleasure and

pain.

Keywords: Arabic language, Abbasid literature, envy, mainstream and

marginal
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