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The Qajars and their Cultural and Architectural Heritage in Holy Karbala
Assistant Lecturer Elaf Abdul-Hassan Abdullah Al-Sabbagh
University of Karbala — College of Education for the Humanities
Abstract

The Qajar-era relics constitute a significant part of the historical heritage found in
the holy city of Karbala. The architectural developments from that period played a
crucial and influential role in the urban expansion of the shrines of Imam Hussein
and al-Abbas. Moreover, the valuable items housed within the holy shrines—
offered as gifts by prominent figures of the Qajar state—represent an important
resource and a major historical legacy that sheds light on a vital era in the history
of Iran’s dynasties. These artifacts provide insight into the historical phases
experienced by this state and its notable leaders. In addition, they could serve as a
major economic asset if properly utilized—particularly through the establishment
of museums dedicated to preserving these relics, organized according to the
historical periods to which they belong. Such institutions could function as cultural
centers that further strengthen the religious stature of the holy city of Karbala,
which is home to the sacred shrines of the noble family of the Prophet
Muhammad-—peace and blessings be upon them all.
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