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Abstract:

This research examines the phrase "In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful” (Bismillah ar-Rahman ar-Raheem) executed on Islamic
tombstones, as an artistic and textual element with a profound religious and
spiritual character. The study focused on analyzing selected examples from
different Islamic eras, with the aim of revealing the calligraphic and decorative
patterns used in the Basmala and elucidating its symbolic connotations in the
funerary context.The research also seeks to demonstrate how the Basmala
reflected Muslims' perceptions of divine mercy and tranquility, and its role in
shaping the visual and spiritual structure of tombstones. The results revealed
artistic diversity reflecting the development of Arabic calligraphy and variations
in execution methods depending on the era and geographical location,
highlighting the value of this phrase in documenting artistic and religious
practices in Islamic societies. This research contributes to documenting and
studying a relatively neglected element in Islamic archaeology and art studies,
and opens the way for further specialized research into tombstone texts and their
symbolic and aesthetic content.

Keywords:Basmala, gravestones, Islamic eras, Arabic calligraphy, funerary
inscriptions.
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