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Abstract

This research presents an in-depth study of the right to peaceful protest as one of
the most prominent forms of exercising freedom of expression. It aims to assess
the extent to which Iraqi legislation aligns with international human rights
standards in this domain, with a focus on the delicate balance between
safeguarding this right and the restrictions related to maintaining public order.
The study begins by establishing the constitutional foundations of the right to
peaceful protest. It also reviews the main laws that regulate protests,
highlighting the legislative gap due to the absence of a clear and independent
law specifically governing this right. The research further discusses the legal
safeguards that ensure the safety of protesters and protect them from repression
or the excessive use of force.On the other hand, the study sheds light on the
public order restrictions that authorities may impose on the exercise of this right,
such as the requirement of prior notification, or the prohibition of protests in
certain areas or at specific times, under the pretext of maintaining security or
public peace. It indicates that some of these restrictions may exceed acceptable
limits—particularly during major political events, such as the October 2019
protests.
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