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STUDY THE EFFECT OF TEMPERATURE VARIATION ON
SOME SEMEN CHARACTERISTICS OF AWASSI
RAMS IN IRAQ

H. J.AL-Obaedi N.M.H. Albiaty A. F. Kareem
J. M. Jassim A. M. Al-Hakim A.Y. Al-Naeb
ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to evaluate the effect of temperature variation
(monthly and periods) round the year on some semen characteristics of seven
Awassi rams aged 2-4 years and body condition score 3.02- 4.13 kept at the same
management scheme and food regimen. Nine traits were surveyed for one year
(October 2014-September 2015) and showed monthly significant differences
(p<0.05) in all of it. Best semen traits (appearance, concentration, mass and
progressive motility and dead sperm%b) were found in April, May, Sep. and Oct.,
while low semen quality (volume, appearance, mass and progressive motility)
were in February. Statistical analysis of monthly temperatures showed that there
are no significant differences among some months, so they are collected in three
thermal periods (low, moderate and high temperatures), the moderate period
revealed significant increase (p<0.05) in conc., mass and progressive motility and
pH in comparison with other periods. In conclusion, either monthly or periods
temperature variations were found to have an effective rolls in most of the traits
of Awassi ram semen, although, it produce good semen quality continually round
the year.
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