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Abstaract

This research traces the origins of modernization in Japan during the reign of
Emperor Meiji from (1868 to 1912) and in Irag, which was divided into states subject
to the rule of the Ottoman Empire from (1869 to 1914) to shed light on the resulting
political, economic and social transformations that had a clear impact in making Japan
the strongest country in East Asia since the beginning of the twentieth century.

Despite what happened to Japan during World War |, it reorganized its
power again in a record period and then resumed its position in the international
community. This was unlike what happened in Iraqg, which witnessed serious reform
attempts, especially by Midhat Pasha (1869-1872). However, these reforms did not
last and were followed by stages of decline and regression.

The researcher adopted the comparative approach which is considered one
of the most important educational research approaches as its importance lies in its
attempt to trace the factors and reasons that lead to the emergence, development,
and modernization of countries in comparison with other experiences as a reflective
mirror for diagnosing and revealing those factors that controlled and thus led to
success in the region during a specific historical stage.

The research problem is based on investigating the factors that helped to sustain
the modernization experience in Japan in one hand and its failure in Iraq on the other
hand, in other words, studying modernization in both Japan and Iraq and identifying the
roots of that modernization and tracing the circumstances that led to the success and
continuation of modernization in Japan and its failure In Iraq according to the theory
of change and continuity that accompanied the Japanese experience, which Professor
(Peter Mitchell) considers “never absent from any era of Japanese history,” pointing out
that the roots of modernization began during the era of Tokukawa's family.

What was achieved during the (Meiji) era is a continuation of what was
achieved in previous stages according to the theory of change and discontinuity
adopted by Professor Mahmoud Al-Qaysi when studying the Iragi and Arab situation.

Keywords: (Modernization, Reform, Emperor Meiji, Medhat Pasha)
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