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SOME OF FACTORS AFFECTING ON GROWTH TRAITS
AND MILK COMPONENTS IN ARABI AND NAJDI
SHEEP BREEDS

W. J. Mohammed* H. S. Hantoosh** W. Y. Qassim***
ABSTRACT

The current study was conducted of animal farm in college of
Agriculture/ Basrah University by using 20 ewes of Arabi and Najdi breeds to
make a comparison between the two breeds in many traits such as birth weight,
weaning weight and average weight from birth to wearing .In addition, body
dimensions' traits at birth and weaning and milk components were studied.
Fixed factors such as genetic group, sex and dam age were also studied .General
linear model within SAS. (12) software program used to determine the effect of
fixed factors (genetic group, sex of birth and dam age). The results showed that
the means of birth weight ,weaning weight and average weight from birth to
weaning were (14.87 £ 0.34 , 21.66 + 0.7 and 16.79+ 0.74) kg respectively. Means
of milk components (fat , protein and lactose rates) were 2.63+ 0.14 , 2.58 + 0.15
and 4.98 £ 0.08) % respectively. Results also showed non-significant difference
between Arabi and Najdi sheep due to all growth traits and milk components
except average weight, Najdi sheep were significantly higher than Arabi sheep in
average weight (p< 0.05).No significant effect of sex birth and dam age on milk
components while dam age affected significantly (p< 0.05) on lactose rate and no
significant effects of dam age on milk the others components.
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