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Abstract:
Humans are social by nature and cannot live in isolation from
the community. There is no social existence for an isolated hu-
man being, As long as humans live only in a community, this
community imposes a set of ties on them, including family ties,
economic, social, cultural, and political ties, in addition to in-
tertwined and contlicting ties and relationships, A political au—
thority must exist to organize, unify, and control affairs. The
best means for this is the law, which consists of a set of general
rules binding on individuals and imposing penalties on those
who violate them. The law, therefore, is a social necessity that
regulates people’s lives and restricts the behavior of individu-
als in society, If we examine the restrictions imposed on human
freedom and behavior in society, we find that they differ in na—
ture and source. Some of these restrictions are imposed by the
law, which are known as legal obligations, while others are im—
posed by religious rules, customs, and social norms, Therefore,
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we find the importance of the judiciary in resolving disputes and §
conflicts and ruling between individuals based on custom, Giv-
en the large number of disputes and the inability of the official
judiciary to To expedite the resolution of these disputes, another
mechanism maust be provided to contribute to their resolution,
This mechanism exists in Iraqi society, known as tribal arbitra-
tion sessions, which have become widely prevalent in Iraqi so—
ciety over the past decade. Among the reasons that led to their
emergence are alternative systems for resolving disputes be—
tween individuals and an attempt to achieve justice in society,
Most individuals have resorted to this tribal mechanism to settle
disputes amicably because it is faster. more flexible, and its pro-
cedures are simple, It helps disputants reach a settlement that
satisfies both parties, away from formal judicial procedures. Its
work is not limited to social and civil aspects, but also includes
resolving commercial disputes between individuals and state
institutions,
Keywords: tribal conflict, dispute resolution, customary law .
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