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The effect of the four pillars strategy

on developing deep thinking among fourth grade literary students
Muhammad Attia Mahdi Habib
Jalal Mazhar Muhammad
Tikrit University — College of Education for Humanities

Abstract

This research aims to identify (the effect of the Four Pillars strategy
in developing deep thinking among fourth—grade literary students). The
researcher adopted the experimental design with partial control for the
two groups (experimental and control) with pre— and post-test for deep
thinking. The research community consisted of fourth—grade literary
students in the morning preparatory schools for boys in (Al-Huwayjah
Education Department). The researcher used the intentional sample in
selecting two schools. namely (Al-Mu'tasim Secondary School for Boys
and Al-Rummanah Secondary School for Boys). The research sample
amounted to (67) students. after excluding (5) students who failed from
the two groups. (Section B) in Al-Mu'tasim Secondary School for Boys.
with a number of (30) students. represented the experimental group.
which studied using the Four Pillars strategy. (Section A) in Al-
Rummanah Secondary School for Boys. with a number of (32) students.

which studied using the traditional method. The researcher rewarded the
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two research groups in a number of variablesc which are (the
chronological age of the students calculated in months. Raven
intelligence testc parents' educational levelc deep thinking test (pre-).
The researcher formulated the behavioral objectives for the subjects he
studied. which amounted to (80) behavioral objectives distributed across
Bloom's levels (remembering. understanding. application. and analysis).
The researcher prepared (28) teaching plans to teach the two research
groups. with (14) teaching plans for the experimental group according to
the Four Pillars strategy and (14) teaching plans for the control group
according to the traditional method. He presented two of these plans to
a group of judges to determine their validity and suitability for fourth—
grade literary students. The researcher prepared a deep thinking test:.
which consisted of (24) items. The following results were revealed:

—\There is a significant difference at a significance level of (0.05)

between the average scores of students in the experimental group
studying sociology according to the Four Pillars strategy and the scores
of students in the control group studying according to the traditional
method in the post-deep thinking testc in favor of the experimental
group. 2— There is a statistically significant difference at the significance
level of (0.05) between the average scores of the experimental group
students in the pre— and post-tests for deep thinking« in favor of the
post—test.
In light of the results« the researcher reached several recommendations:
including adopting the Four Pillars strategy in teaching sociology to the
fourth—grade literary stream. which contributes to the development of
deep thinking. He also calls on curriculum developers to integrate
thinking skills into sociology content as part of the curriculum.

Keywords: Four Pillars Strategy. Deep Thinking.
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