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The Philosophical Prison in
Avicenna's Philosophy
Abstrat

The "philosophical prison" refers to an
invisible confinement not perceived by
the general public, but rather sensed by
prophets, philosophers, poets, artists,
great mystics, and those with delicate
souls and deep intellectual vision. These
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individuals are distinguished by their
spiritual development, inner depth, and
connection to the original source of
existence and life.

In  Avicenna's philosophy, the
philosophical prison is manifested in the
soul’s estrangement within the elemental
world on one hand, and its alienation
within society on the other. Avicenna
expressed this prison in many of his
works, especially his symbolic and
literary writings such as the "Poem on the
Soul," "Hayy ibn Yaqzan," "Salaman and

Absal," and "The Treatise of the Bird".

It would not be inaccurate to say that
Avicenna’s philosophy serves as a path to
liberation from this prison, and that he
strongly emphasized that true freedom
can only be attained through knowledge,
which he considered the ultimate purpose
of human creation.

In this study, we explored the subject
of The Philosophical Prison in
Avicenna's Philosophy through
discussion of the following:

1. The Concept of the Philosophical

Prison

2. Cosmic Exile in Avicenna's
Philosophy

3. Social Exile in Avicenna's
Philosophy

Keywords : cosmic exile, social exile,
story, estrangement
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