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the methods of modern human sciences.
We consider him a thinker who has
produced original work in this field. Abu
Zayd has attempted to employ
philosophical and social concepts as a
tool in an archaeological process deep
within our heritage texts, searching for
the truth that has been immersed in an
active dialectic in our history between
writing and authority.

Keywords: humanism, heritage, text,
discourse,
renewal, historicism

reading, interpretation,
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The Discourse of Humanism in
Contemporary Arabic Thought: A
Reading of the Critical Achievements of
Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd

Abstract

Heritage consists of written texts, and
therefore, they are also readable texts.
Reading must be immersed in the culture
of its time, and thus must be
interrogative, and sometimes projective.
At one time, it interrogates heritage to
answer pressing contemporary questions
related to ethical, philosophical, and
sometimes social At another
time, it is projective, attempting to
project onto heritage the shortcomings of
the civilizational structure that plagues
Arabic Concepts such as
secularism, liberalism, democracy, and,
not least, humanism are projected. The
consequences of this projection are dire
for the Arabic self because they are
artificial, and everything artificial is

1ssues.

reality.

fake. However, attempts to interpret
written texts as discourse and interrogate
them aimed at revealing the ideal
solutions heritage holds for current
problems, or enabling heritage to reveal
itself at the level of ability or inability to
address current
contemporary

problems in
reality. This research
presents a critical assessment of Nasr
Hamid Abu Zayd's project to re-read
heritage scientifically, aiming to raise
awareness of this heritage by borrowing
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