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The Problem of Human Soul in
Greek Philosophy: Plotinus as a

Model
Abstract
It can be said that a research in any
philosophical ~ problem in  Greek
philosophy in general and according to
Plotinus in particular is in itself a
research at a watershed in the history of
philosophical thought, since Plotinus
represents the watershed between two
eras, that of Greek philosophy and
European philosophy in the Middle
Ages, not only that, but he represents a
unique case in the integration of
philosophical thought and religion after
the emergence of the Christian religion
and before it the Jewish religion that was
less influential on the course of his
thought and other philosophers In
general. It is possible to observe more
than one trend in his philosophy such as
Orphism, Pythagoreanism, Platonism,
religion and mysticism, as well as
Eastern beliefs, and this is reflected in
his philosophical approach and style of
philosophical notation of an ambiguous
nature.  Hence, the problem became
characterized by an independent
character in the philosophy of Plotinus
without being isolated from existence
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and other aspects of human life? And
how did Plotinus deal with the problem
of the soul? Does the soul exist? All
these questions and others were the
focus of our study and we tried to
answer them in throughout the research.
In this study, we followed the analytical
and historical approach with reference to
the comparative aspects of the previous
and subsequent philosophers of Plotinus
in order to give a more comprehensive
picture and a more accurate treatment of
the problem and our goal was to show
the philosophical side of this issue
according to the Greek philosophers and
then its importance in the philosophy of
Plotinus and the impact of the human
soul on the moral and cognitive aspect of
man.
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and from the world, including making it
a link and a connection to imperceptible
existence and tangible existence, through
which the two worlds can be understood;
the world of what is existed in terms of
divisibility and the world of others that
are not in their nature divisible, as the

soul combines these two natures.
In this study, we dealt with the problem
of the human soul (psyche) in Greek
philosophy, Plotinus as a model, where
we followed the historical path and
stood at the most prominent
philosophers in the Greek era who had a
deep vision and philosophy on this
problem, starting with the Maltese
Aristotle, Democritus, = Aanxagoras,
Heraclitus and the Pythagorean school,
as well as the triangle of philosophical
reason of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.
There is no doubt that each study has a
set of fundamental questions that are a
motivation for research and scientific
investigation and a basic pillar of the
study in any problem, and the soul can
be considered as an eternal problem in
the history of philosophical thought, so
that philosophers have tried before
Plotinus to give an accurate treatment of
the problem as the divergence of
opinions and ideas around, until Socrates
came and discussed the problem
philosophically, our questions such as,
what is the soul? And what is the nature
of the soul? And what is its fate? What is
its relationship to the moral, educational
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