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Abstract

This research examines the role of the environmental footprint in enhancing pathways towards
green economic growth, presenting it as a strategic alternative to the conventional economy
based on fossil fuels, which has contributed to environmental issues such as pollution and

global warming. The study aims to highlight the importance of transitioning towards a green
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economy as a strategic option for achieving sustainable development by improving the
utilization of natural resources, reducing environmental impacts, increasing green job

opportunities, and promoting balanced economic growth.

The research adopts a descriptive analytical methodology, analyzing key concepts related to the
environmental and carbon footprints, reviewing international experiences—particularly
focusing on the United Arab Emirates—with reference to Iraq’s reality and its potential for
green economy implementation. The study also addresses the determinants of economic growth
and its relationship with investment in the green economy, while exploring transformation
mechanisms such as renewable energy, waste management, sustainable agriculture, and eco-

tourism.

The research concludes that shifting towards a green economy is essential to address the
environmental, economic, and social challenges facing nations, especially Irag, which
possesses natural and human resources enabling this transition. The study ends with a set of
recommendations, most notably the need for strong political commitment, updating
environmental legislation, providing financial incentives, and adopting clear national strategies

to promote green economy initiatives and achieve sustainable development goals.
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