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Abstract
A decision — maker's understanding of the nature of political unrest is a
cornerstone in determining the path to stability or a slide into chaos. Official
mechanisms for dealing with crises vary depending on the ruling regime's view
of the causes of the unrest and its potential consequences. In times of crisis,
leaders are often unable or unwilling to rise to the level of rational behavior.
This is due to the way human perception processes information. It accepts
information that aligns with its ideological framework and discards that which
does not, leading to misperception. Based on this, the Egyptian and Libyan
political systems were subjected to severe tests following a wave of protests that
contributed to the downfall of both regimes. The new regimes were then faced
with difficult choices regarding the nature of crisis management in both
countries.
Keywords: Political unrest, stability, protests, Egypt, Libya.
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