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The Prophetic Biography as a Source of Religious Tolerance:

A Contemporary Reading of the Constitution of Medina
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Abstract

This study offers a contemporary reading of the Prophet’s biography as a
foundational source of religious tolerance, centering on the Charter of Medina. By
examining the historical context and key provisions of the Charter—such as freedom
of belief, communal defense, and mutual obligations—it demonstrates how the

Prophet Muhammad & established an inclusive polity that respected the rights of

Muslims, Jews, and other communities. Through textual analysis of the Charter’s
clauses and illustrative examples from the Prophet’s interactions with non-Muslim
neighbors and delegations, the paper highlights principles of justice, covenant-
keeping, and pluralism. It argues that the Charter of Medina transcends its seventh-
century origin to offer timeless guidance for modern multi-religious societies seeking
peaceful coexistence. The study concludes by suggesting ways in which
contemporary policymakers and interfaith practitioners can draw upon the Sirah and
the Medina Charter to foster dialogue, protect minority rights, and build resilient,
harmonious communities.
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