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The Blossoms of Usury Clarifying the Chapters on Usury
by Sheikh Muhammad bin Sulayman al-Kurdi al-Madani
al-Shafi D. 1194 AH)

A Study and Critical Edition
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Abstract

This rare treatise examines the subject of riba (usury/interest) through an
analysis of the prophetic hadith: "Riba has seventy doors, the least of which is
like a man marrying his mother.” It was written as a scholarly response to a
question posed to Sheikh Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-Kurdi al-Madani al-
Shafi (d. 1780 CE/1194 AH) from Mecca. The author presents it in a style that
combines traditional narration with meticulous juristic analysis, extracting over
seventy forms of prohibited riba while relying on Shafi school principles—
comparatively referencing the Hanafi, Maliki, and Hanbali schools. He clarifies
that the number “seventy" in the hadith denotes multiplicity rather than
limitation.Al-Kurdi systematically classifies riba into its known types—riba al-
fadl (surplus exchange), riba al-naseeah (deferred exchange), riba al-yad (hand-
to-hand transaction violations), and riba al-gard (loan-based usury)—while
detailing prohibition conditions such as excess, delay, and immediate
possession. The treatise further expands into conceptual riba, including harm to
a Muslim's dignity, categorizing it among the gravest forms of usury.

Notable for its precise juristic derivation, the work meticulously compiles
narrations and links them to the higher objectives of Shari‘ah. This makes it a
vital reference in contemporary financial jurisprudence, particularly for Islamic
banking and finance, as it provides a rigorous legal framework to address
modern transactional challenges in this field.
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al-Sahsawani (d. 1326 AH), 3rd ed.
78. *Al-Du'afa wa al-Matrukin* — by lbn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH), edited by
Abdullah al-Qadi, Dar al-Kutub al-lImiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1406 AH.
79. *Al-Tabagat al-Kubra* — by Ibn Sa'd (d. 230 AH), edited by Dr. Ali
Muhammad Umar, Maktabat al-Khanji, Cairo, 1st ed., 1421 AH — 2001 CE.
80. *Tabagat al-Nussab* — by Bakr Abu Zayd (d. 1429 AH), Dar al-Rushd,
Riyadh, 1st ed., 1407 AH — 1987 CE.
81. *Tabagat 'Ulama al-Hadith* — by Al-Salihi (d. 744 AH), edited by Akram
al-Bushi & Ibrahim al-Zaybag, Mu'assasat al-Risala, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1417 AH —
1996 CE.
82. *'Umdat al-Salik wa 'Uddat al-Nasik* — by Shihab al-Din al-Naqgib (d. 769
AH), edited by Abdullah al-Ansari, Qatar, 1st ed., 1982 CE.
83. *Al-'Inaya Sharh al-Hidaya* — by Al-Babarti (d. 786 AH), printed with
*Fath al-Qadir*, Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi, Egypt, 1st ed., 1389 AH — 1970
CE.
84. *Al-'Ayn* — by Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad (d. 170 AH), edited by Dr. Mahdi al-
Makhzumi & Dr. Ibrahim al-Samarra'i, Dar al-Hilal.
85. *'Uyun al-Masa'il* — by Abu al-Layth al-Samargandi (d. 373 AH), edited by
Dr. Salah al-Din al-Nahi, Baghdad, 1386 AH.
86. *Fath al-Rahman bi Sharh Zubad Ibn Raslan* — by Al-Ramli (d. 957 AH),
edited by Sayyid Shaltut, Dar al-Minhaj, Beirut, 1st ed., 1430 AH — 2009 CE.
87. *Fath Bab al-'Inaya bi Sharh al-Nugaya* — by Ali al-Qari (d. 930 AH),
edited by Muhammad Nizar Tamim, Dar al-Argam, Beirut, 1st ed., 1418 AH —
1997 CE.
88. *Al-Furu™* — by Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Mufleh al-Maqdisi (d. 763
AH), including:
- *Tasheeh al-Furu™* by Ala al-Din Ali ibn Sulaiman al-Mardawi (d. 885 AH)
- *Hashiyat Ibn Qundus* by Taqi al-Din Abu Bakr ibn Ibrahim al-Ba'li (d.
861 AH)
Edited by Abdullah ibn Abdul Muhsin al-Turki, Mu'assasat al-Risala, Beirut,
st ed., 1424 AH — 2003 CE.
89. *Al-Furuq al-Lughawiyya* (Linguistic Differences) — by Abu Hilal al-
Askari (d. ~395 AH), edited by Muhammad Ibrahim Salim, Dar al-llm wa al-
Thagafa, Cairo, Egypt.
90. *Fihrist al-Faharis wa al-Athbat* (Index of Indexes and Scholarly Records)
— by Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani (d. 1382 AH), edited by Ihsan Abbas, Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1982 CE.
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91. *Al-Fawakih al-Dawani ‘ala Risalat lbn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani* — by
Ahmad ibn Ghanim al-Nafrawi al-Maliki (d. 1126 AH), Dar al-Fikr, 1415 AH —
1995 CE.
92. *Al-Qamus al-Muhit* (The Comprehensive Dictionary) — by Al-Firuzabadi
(d. 817 AH), edited by Mu'assasat al-Risala, Beirut, 8th ed., 1426 AH — 2005
CE.
93. *Qatf al-Thamar fi Raf' Asanid al-Musannafat* — by Salih ibn Nuh al-
Fullani al-Maliki (d. 1218 AH), edited by Amir Hasan Sabri, Dar al-Shuruq,
Makkah, 1st ed., 1405 AH — 1984
94. *Kashshaf al-Qina' 'an al-Igna* — by Mansur ibn Yunus al-Bahuti al-
Hanbali (d. 1051 AH), edited by a specialized committee at the Saudi Ministry
of Justice, 1st ed., 1429 AH —
95. *Kashf al-Zunun 'an Asami al-Kutub wa al-Funun* (The Removal of Doubt
from the Names of Books and Sciences) — by Hajji Khalifa (Mustafa ibn
Abdullah).
96. *Kashf al-Mukhaddarat wa al-Riyad al-Muzaharat* — by Abd al-Rahman al-
Ba'li al-Hanbali (d. 1192 AH), Dar al-Basha'ir al-Islamiyya, Beirut, 1st ed.,
1423 AH — 2002 CE.
97. *Al-Kamal fi Asma' al-Rijal* — by Abd al-Ghani al-Magqdisi (d. 600 AH),
edited by Shadi ibn Muhammad al-Nu'man, Grass Publishing, Kuwait, 1st ed.,
1437 AH - 2016 CE.
98. *Lisan al-Arab* (The Tongue of the Arabs) — by Ibn Manzur (d. 711 AH),
Dar Sadir, Beirut, 3rd ed., 1414 AH.
99. *Al-Luma’ fi Usul al-Figh* — by Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi (d. 476 AH), Dar al-
Kutub al-1Imiyya, 2nd ed., 1424 AH — 2003 CE.
100. *Al-Mubdi' fi Sharh al-Mugni™* — by Burhan al-Din ibn Muflih (d. 884
AH), Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1418 AH — 1997 CE.
101. *Matn al-Risala* — by Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani (d. 386 AH), Dar al-
Fikr.
102. *Majma’ al-Zawa'id wa Manba' al-Fawa'id* — by Al-Haythami (d. 807
AH), edited by Husam al-Din al-Qudsi, Maktabat al-Qudsi, Cairo, 1414 AH —
1994 CE.
103. *Al-Muhit al-Burhani fi al-Figh al-Nu'mani* — by Mahmud ibn Ahmad al-
Bukhari al-Hanafi (d. 616 AH), edited by Abd al-Karim al-Jundi, Dar al-Kutub
al-1lmiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1424 AH — 2004 CE.
104. *Mukhtasar Tarikh Dimashq li Ibn Asakir* — by Ibn Manzur (d. 711 AH),
edited by Ruhiyya al-Nahhas et al., Dar al-Fikr, Damascus, 1st ed., 1402 AH —
1984 CE.
105. *Al-Mukhassas* — by Ibn Sidah (d. 458 AH), edited by Khalil Ibrahim
Jafal, Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1417 AH — 1996 CE.
106. *Al-Mukhassas* — by Ibn Sidah (d. 458 AH), edited by Khalil Ibrahim
Jafal, Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed., 1417 AH — 1996 CE.
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107. *Al-Mudawwana* — by Imam Malik ibn Anas (d. 179 AH), Dar al-Kutub
al-l1lmiyya, 1st ed., 1415 AH — 1994 CE.
108. *Mirgat al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabih* — by Ali al-Qari (d. 1014
AH), Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed., 1422 AH — 2002 CE.
109. *Al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihayn* — by Al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, edited by
Mustafa Abd al-Qadir Ata, Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1411 AH —
1990 CE.
110. *Al-Mustamlah min Kitab al-Takmilah* — by Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH),
edited by Dr. Bashar Awwad Ma'ruf, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 1st ed.,
1429 AH — 2008 CE. 111. *Musnad Abi Ya'la al-Mawsili* — by Abu Ya'la al-
Mawsili (d. 307 AH), with *Rahmat al-Mala' al-A'la*, edited by Sa'id al-
Sannari, Dar al-Hadith, Cairo, 1st ed., 1434 AH — 2013 CE.
112. *Musnad al-Bazzar (Al-Bahr al-Zakhar)* — by Al-Bazzar (d. 292 AH),
edited by Mahfuz al-Rahman Zayn Allah et al., Maktabat al-Ulum wa al-Hikam,
Madinah, 1st ed.
113. *Masabih al-Sunna* — by Al-Baghawi (d. 516 AH), edited by Dr. Yusuf
Abd al-Rahman et al., Dar al-Ma'rifa, Beirut, 1st ed., 1407 AH — 1987 CE.
114. *Al-Misbah al-Munir fi Gharib al-Sharh al-Kabir* — by Al-Fayumi (d.
~770 AH), Al-Maktaba al-1imiyya, Beirut.
115. *Musannaf Abd al-Razzaq* — by Abd al-Razzaq al-San‘ani, edited by
Habib al-Rahman al-A'zami, Al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 1st ed., 1403 AH —
1983 CE.
116. *Al-Mutali' 'ala Alfaz al-Mugni'* — by Muhammad al-Ba'li (d. 709 AH),
edited by Mahmud al-Arna'ut & Yasin al-Khatib, Maktabat al-Sawadi, 1st ed.,
1423 AH - 2003 CE.
117. *Al-Mutali' 'ala Daga'iq Zad al-Mustagni™* — by Abd al-Karim al-Lahim,
Dar Kunuz Ishbiliya, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1429 AH — 2008 CE.
118. *Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat* — by Al-Tabarani (d. 360 AH), edited by Tariq ibn
Awad Allah & Abd al-Mubhsin al-Husayni, Dar al-Haramayn, Cairo, 1415 AH —
1995 CE.
119. *Mu'jam al-Furuq al-Lughawiyya* — by Nur al-Din al-Jaza'iri (d. 1158
AH), Mu'assasat al-Nashr al-Islami, 1st ed., 1412 AH.
120. *Al-Mu'jam al-Kabir* — by Al-Tabarani (d. 360 AH), edited by Hamdi al-
Salafi, Maktabat Ibn Taymiyya, Cairo, 2nd ed.
121. *Mu'jam al-Lugha al-Arabiyya al-Mu'asira* — by Dr. Ahmad Mukhtar
Umar, Alam al-Kutub, 1st ed., 1429 AH — 2008 CE.
122. *Al-Mu'jam al-Mufahras* — by Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani (d. 852 AH), edited
by Muhammad Shakur al-Mayadini, Mu'assasat al-Risala, Beirut, 1st ed., 1418
AH — 1998 CE.
123. *Maghan al-Akhyar fi Sharh Asma' Rijal Ma'ani al-Athar* — by Al-Ayni
(d. 855 AH), edited by Muhammad Hasan Ismail, Dar al-Kutub al-lImiyya,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1427 AH —
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124. *Al-Mughrib fi Tartib al-Mu'rib* — by Al-Mutarrizi (d. 610 AH), edited by
Mahmud Fakhuri & Abd al-Hamid Mukhtar, Maktabat Usama ibn Zayd,
Aleppo, 1st ed., 1399 AH — 1979 CE.
125. *Al-Mughni 'an Haml al-Asfar* — by Al-lIraqgi (d. 806 AH), Dar lbn Hazm,
Beirut, 1st ed., 1426 AH — 2005 CE.
126. *Mafatih al-Ulum* — by Al-Khwarizmi (d. 387 AH), edited by Ibrahim al-
Abyari, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, 2nd ed.
127. *Al-Mugni' fi Figh al-lmam Ahmad ibn Hanbal* — by Ibn Qudamah (d.
620 AH), edited by Mahmud al-Arna'ut & Yasin al-Khatib, Maktabat al-
Sawadi, Jeddah, 1st ed., 1421 AH — 2000 CE.
128. *Al-Muntaga min al-Sunan al-Musnada* — by Ibn al-Jarud (d. 307 AH),
edited by Abu Ishaqg al-Huwayni, Dar al-Tagwa, Cairo, 1st ed., 1428 AH — 2007
CE.
129. *Al-Manhaj al-Sahih fi al-Jam' bayn al-Mugni' wa al-Tangih* — by Shihab
al-Din al-Askari (d. 910 AH), edited by Abd al-Karim al-Umayrini, Maktabat
Ahl al-Athar, Kuwait, 1st ed., 1437 AH — 2016 CE.
130. *Mawahib al-Jalil fi Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil* — by Al-Hattab al-Ru'ayni
(d. 954 AH), Dar al-Fikr, 3rd ed., 1412 AH — 1992 CE.
131. *Al-Nazm al-Musta'dhab fi Tafsir Gharib Alfaz al-Muhadhdhab* — by Al-
Battal (d. 633 AH), edited by Dr. Mustafa Abd al-Hafiz Salim, Al-Maktaba al-
Tijariyya, Makkah, 1988 CE.
132. *Al-Nahr al-Fa'ig Sharh Kanz al-Daga'iq* — by Siraj al-Din ibn Nujaym (d.
1005 AH), edited by Ahmad Azu Inaya, Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, 1st ed., 1422
AH —2002 CE.
133. *Al-Nahr al-Fa'ig Sharh Kanz al-Daga'iq* — by Siraj al-Din ibn Nujaym (d.
1005 AH), edited by Ahmad Azu Inaya, Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyya, 1st ed., 1422
AH — 2002 CE.
134. *Nawadir al-Usul fi Ahadith al-Rasul* — by Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi (d.
~320 AH), edited by Abd al-Rahman Umayra, Dar al-Jil, Beirut.
135. *Nayl al-1btihaj bi Tatriz al-Dibaj* — by Ahmad Baba al-Timbukti (d. 1036
AH), edited by Dr. Abd al-Hamid al-Harama, Dar al-Katib, Tripoli, 1st ed.,
2000 CE.
136. *Al-Wafi bi al-Wafayat* — by Al-Safadi (d. 764 AH), edited by Ahmad al-
Arna'ut & Turki Mustafa, Dar Ihya al-Turath, Beirut, 1420 AH — 2000 CE.
137. *Al-Sirr al-Masun Dhayl 'ala Kashf al-Zunun* — by Jamil ibn Mustafa (d.
1352 AH), edited by Salim Yusuf, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed., 1423 AH — 2002
CE.
138. *Al-Fikr al-Sami fi Tarikh al-Figh al-Islami* — by Muhammad al-Hajwi al-
Fasi (d. 1376 AH), Dar al-Kutub al-limiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1416 AH — 1995
CE.
139. *Mu'jam al-Matbu'at al-Arabiyya wa al-Mu'arraba* — by Yusuf Sarkis (d.
1351 AH), Matba'at Sarkis, Egypt, 1346 AH — 1928 CE.

YV I



i

ﬁ ] aY Yo — U g al —A L aad Al il g dgand) Alae

AL LG
140. *Hadiyyat al-Arifin fi Asma' al-Mu'allifin* — by Ismail Pasha al-Babani (d.
1339 AH), Istanbul, 1951-1955 CE.
141. *Tuhfat al-Muhibbin wa al-Ashab* — by Abd al-Rahman al-Ansari (d.
1195 AH), edited by Muhammad al-Arousi al-Matwi, Al-Maktaba al-Atigah,
Tunis, 1sted., 1390 AH — 1970
142. *Al-Zubd fi Mustalah al-Hadith* — by Fadl al-Rahman Safi (d. 1442 AH),
Dar Ammar, Amman, Jordan.
143. *Al-Wasit fi ‘Ulum wa Mustalah al-Hadith* — by Muhammad Abu Shahba
(d. 1403 AH), Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi.
144. *Al-Firdaws bi Ma'thur al-Khitab* — by Al-Daylami (d. 509 AH), edited
by Sa'id Zaghlu, Dar al-Kutub al-1Imiyya, Beirut, 1st ed., 1406 AH — 1986 CE.
145. *Tangih al-Tahqiqg fi Ahadith al-Ta'lig* — by 1bn Abd al-Hadi (d. 744 AH),
edited by Sami ibn Muhammad Jad Allah & Abd al-Aziz al-Khabbani, Adwa
al-Salaf, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1428 AH — 2007 CE.
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