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Abstract 

This rare treatise examines the subject of riba (usury/interest) through an 

analysis of the prophetic hadith: "Riba has seventy doors, the least of which is 

like a man marrying his mother." It was written as a scholarly response to a 

question posed to Sheikh Muḥammad ibn Sulaymān al-Kurdi al-Madani al-

Shafi (d. 1780 CE/1194 AH) from Mecca. The author presents it in a style that 

combines traditional narration with meticulous juristic analysis, extracting over 

seventy forms of prohibited riba while relying on Shafi school principles—

comparatively referencing the Ḥanafi, Maliki, and Ḥanbali schools. He clarifies 

that the number "seventy" in the hadith denotes multiplicity rather than 

limitation.Al-Kurdi systematically classifies riba into its known types—riba al-

faḍl (surplus exchange), riba al-naseeah (deferred exchange), riba al-yad (hand-

to-hand transaction violations), and riba al-qarḍ (loan-based usury)—while 

detailing prohibition conditions such as excess, delay, and immediate 

possession. The treatise further expands into conceptual riba, including harm to 

a Muslim's dignity, categorizing it among the gravest forms of usury. 

 

Notable for its precise juristic derivation, the work meticulously compiles 

narrations and links them to the higher objectives of Sharīʿah. This makes it a 

vital reference in contemporary financial jurisprudence, particularly for Islamic 

banking and finance, as it provides a rigorous legal framework to address 

modern transactional challenges in this field. 
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