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Abstract:

This study addresses a central issue concerning the role of media—specifically media
diversity—in confronting the phenomenon of intellectual extremism in Irag, through a field study
conducted in the city of Diwaniyah. The study is based on the core hypothesis that, although the
media is ideally expected to play a positive role in building societies and promoting civil peace, it
has, at times, contributed to promoting extremist ideas, especially within intellectually and
culturally fragile communities.

The researcher argues that the media, due to a lack of professionalism or the absence of
experts in educational, psychological, and sociological fields, has sometimes contributed to the
production of hate speech—either for the sake of sensationalism or under the pressure of media
competition. This highlights the importance of examining how the current diversity of media in Iraq
can be effectively invested as a tool to counter extremist ideologies rather than reinforcing them.

The study seeks to answer key questions, including:
o To what extent has Iraqi media succeeded in combating intellectual extremism?

e What are the main communication channels used to disseminate extremist ideologies?
o What are the intellectual and social factors that fuel this phenomenon?

Keywords: Extremism — Intellectual Extremism — Media Diversity
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