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Abstract

This study, titled "Family Care for the Elderly: A Field Study in Baghdad," aims to
identify the most significant problems faced by the elderly, particularly in terms of
family care and, more specifically, social care, as well as the stance of Iraqi

legislation on the elderly. To achieve this, the study is divided into two main sections.
The first section comprises four chapters:

o The first chapter presents the general framework of the study after the

introduction.



« The second chapter discusses the problems faced by the elderly and aspects
of family care.
« The third chapter examines contemporary legislation regarding the elderly.

« The fourth chapter focuses on aspects of family care for the elderly.

The second section includes the field study, which was conducted on a sample of 60
elderly men and women from various districts of Baghdad, covering both Karkh
(Mansour, Al-Otaifiyah, AI—ShoaIa) and Rusafa (Eastern Karrada, Palestine

Street, Sadr City). A questionnaire was used for data collection.
Key Findings:

1. 50% of respondents stated that they live in impoverished areas.

2. 80% of the elderly reported that their spouse is deceased.

3. The majority (55%) indicated that their families provided them with moderate
care.

4. 50% of the sample described their psychological state as feeling that their
social role had ended.

5. 55% of respondents stated that they are aware of the rights of the elderly in
Iraqi legislation.

6. 65% of respondents expressed that they do not consider nursing homes a

suitable place for elderly living.
Recommendations:

1. Providing comprehensive care for the elderly in their natural environment and
within their families, with nursing homes being a last resort if family

circumstances prevent them from staying at home.

O\h



2. Enhancing international cooperation in elderly care by learning from modern

experiences, participating in relevant international conferences, and keeping

track of global legislation on elderly care.
Keywords:
Baghdad City, family care for the elderly, family issues, Iraqi law.
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