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Research Abstract

This study aims to highlight select rhetorical nuances present in the poem “Banat Su‘ad”
by the noble Companion Ka‘b ibn Zuhayr (may Allah be pleased with him), written in praise
of the Best of Creation (peace and blessings be upon him). In this poem, the poet presents a
wealth of eloquent expression and rhetorical artistry that defies full enumeration. For this
reason, | have chosen to analyze this poem from a rhetorical perspective as a service to our
glorious iiterary heritage and our blessed language. Upon consultation with academic
specialists, the study was titled:

“Rhetorical Touches in the Poem Banat Su‘ad in Praise of the Best of Creation (peace be
upon him): Ta‘rid (Indirection) as a Model”

It has become evident that the poem serves numerous rhetorical purposes, which are
reflected in the examples analyzed throughout this research. Some of these exampies employ
syrnbolic suggestion and allusion to influence the audience and convey a singie meaning
through varied, more impactful expressions — as such approaches evoke clarity and
resonance in the soul, without unnecessary embellishment.

The study is structured into an introduction, two main sections, a conclusion, and a
bibliography. The first section outlines the life of the poet and Companion Ka‘b ibn Zuhayr
(may Allah be pleased with him) and his blessed poem Banat Su‘ad. The second section is
devoted to the art of ta'rid (indirect speech), with illustrative examples from the poem, and an
analysis of the rhetorical brilliance and subtleties these instances embody — despite the
relative rarity of this style within the poem.

The conclusion presents the key findings of the research, the most significant of which is
that the art of ta‘rid possesses a high expressive value and striking rhetorical elegance. The
comfort and resonance it brings to the human soul lie in its abiiity to move from the
concealed to the apparent, and to shift the listener’s attention from one matter to another that
they are more familiar with and more convinced by — which is why it has been a subject of
great interest among both linguists and rhetoricians.

The sources used in this study are numerous and varied in content and disciplines, and

are detailed in the bibliography.
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