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Abstract

The political system plays a fundamen-

tal role in shaping the philosophy of
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criminalization and punishment, particu-
larly concerning state security crimes. Cen-
tralized authority systems tend to adopt a
broad definition of state security crimes
and impose severe penalties on dissenters,
while democratic systems strive to strike
a balance between safeguarding nation-

al security and preserving civil liberties.

This influence is clearly evident in the
Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969, which,
in some aspects, reflects the authoritarian
tendencies prevalent during its enactment.
Furthermore, the impact of successive po-
litical regimes in Iraq is apparent in the
special penal laws issued after 2003, where
some of these laws expanded the definition
of state security crimes, sparking contro-
versy regarding their effect on public free-
doms.

Keywords: Political system: Crimes: State

security.
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