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Rhetorical touches in the poem (Banat Su'ad) in praise of

(the best of creation (peace be upon him
Al Kenaia as an example

Research Abstract

The poem “Banat Su‘ad” by the noble Companion Ka‘b ibn
Zuhayr — composed in praise of the Best of Creation — 1is
considered one of the most significant heritage poems. The poet
masterfully employed within it the full spectrum of rhetorical
expression and eloquence in a manner that defies enumeration
and limitation. For this reason, I have chosen to conduct a
rhetorical analysis of this poem in service to our glorious literary

heritage and blessed language, under the title:

« Rhetorical Nuances in the Poem Banat Su‘ad in Praise

of the Best of Creation: A Study of Kenaia as a Model”
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This study aims to bring the reader’s attention to the rhetorical
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nuances embedded in the poem — particularly the various forms
of kenayah — distributed across thirty-nine verses. Each instance
eftectively conveys a single meaning through diverse and more
impactful expressions, all without aftectation or verbosity, and in

a language that evokes anticipation for what follows.

The research is structured into an introduction, a prelude,
three main sections, and a conclusion, followed by a list of
references. The prelude provides a comprehensive overview of

the poet, Ka‘b ibn Zuhayr, and his celebrated poem Banat Su‘ad.

* The first section addresses kenayah of attribute (where
the intended meaning is the attribute itself), presenting the

rhetorical subtleties that have captivated scholars and rhetoricians.

» The second section explores kenayah of the described
(where the intent is the entity being described), illustrating
examples from the poem along with the rhetorical gems they

embody.
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* The third section deals with kenayah of attribution
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(where the aim is to assign an attribute to a particular subject).
Though less frequent, these examples are nonetheless sufficient in

fulfilling their rhetorical purpose and expressive potency.

The conclusion highlights the key findings of the study, the
most prominent of which is that kenayah possesses a high
expressive value and remarkable rhetorical elegance. It caters to
the human psyche’s desire to move from the implicit to the
explicit, and from the known to the more intimately understood
— which is why kenayah has garnered the attention of both

linguists and rhetoricians alike.

The research draws on a wide and diverse range of sources and

references, all of which are detailed in the bibliography.
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