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Abstract

This study investigates the Problem of Sense as it pertains to
pragmatic theory, emphasizing the intricate relationship between
what is explicitly stated and what is implicitly meant in
discourse. Centered on examples of criminal speech acts, the
research examines how pragmatic frameworks—particularly
Speech Act Theory (Austin, Searle) and Conversational
Implicature Theory (Grice)—conceptualize and manage the
complexity of meaning construction.Adopting a pragmatic
methodology, the study reveals that implicit meanings are shaped
by a constellation of inferential factors, including the cooperative
principles of dialogue, shared epistemic backgrounds, socio-
cultural norms, and contextual parameters.

The findings contribute to a deeper theoretical understanding
of how language users navigate between explicit articulation and
implicit intention, reaffirming the centrality of pragmatics in
linguistic inquiry and the study of meaning negotiation within
communicative acts.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Explicit Meaning, Implicit Meaning,
Speech Act, Conversational Implicature.
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