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The crisis of existence in the poetry of Kaab bin Zuhair (Died. 26 AH)
Assistant. Lecturer. Fouad Salem Rashid
Al-Hamdaniya University / College of Education for Humanities / Department of
Arabic Language

Abstract :

The cognitive excavation in the structures of crises and problems inspired by the
implications of existence and its ambiguities is an analytical ability that
distinguishes the audience of rational, knowledgeable and logical people, in
addition to writers and poets when they present readings about the pressures and
coercions that the human will stands in amazement in the face of them. This is what
Ka’b bin Zuhair tended towards, as he extracted from his texts a suitable space to
build his cultural perspective on the interactions and complexities that the laws of
nature and cosmic laws include. The problem of gray hair, age decline and the
decline of activity appeared Health is an intense landmark towards which the poet
sends anxious contemplative signals; because gray hair and decrepitude are
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preludes to the tragedy of death with all the unknown and horror it radiates, in
addition to the fact that this deteriorating age stage is a source of social isolation as
a result of the change in the society’s view, especially that of women, towards it.
The poet did not delay in criticizing common phenomena and activities in his tribal
social environment; This provided the pretext for the formation of a crisis of
alienation in his world, and this existential alienation motive is strengthened if we
take into account his implicit criticism directed at his friends, relatives, family,
people, and social environment in the poem (Al-Burda); because of their weak
position in supporting the poet in his conflict with the Islamic society at that time,
in addition to the crisis of existential fear that overcame his soul when reciting that
poem in the presence of the Noble Prophet, because Ka’b was apprehensive and
afraid of the horror of the punishment at that moment in time.

Keywords : crisis, alienation, gray hair, death, existence.
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