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Personal Status Law in Ancient Egypt
Assistant Professor Dr. Dhafar Nima Aylan
PhD in Ancient History
Ministry of Education/Wasit Education Directorate
Abstract:

The ancient Egyptian civilization had its contributions to legal thought, as it
left a comprehensive legal legacy that covered all aspects of life. This indicates
the greatness and sophistication of this civilization. The goals of the ancient
Egyptian legislator were not to establish legal rules in rigid molds, as much as
their goal was to solve the life problems facing the Egyptian society, which did
not have a custom to regulate them. Their rule in this was to achieve justice,
which symbolizes virtue and reflects all positive aspects. By achieving and
ruling “Maat,” which the gods ordered the king, success, prosperity, and
stability for the state are achieved as a result of her satisfaction with him. This
idea represents the divine law that the ancients believed in and adhered to in
their political and social lives. The king or the great judge whom he delegates
alone has the authority to achieve “Maat,” justice, that is, to create the law and

apply it
Keywords: Pharaoh, law, personal status, marriage, divorce.
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