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The Security Role of the Umayyad Army

Dr. Fatima Amer Ali
Mustansiriyah University , College of Education , Department of History

Abstract

The events and circumstances faced by the Arab Islamic state as a result of turmoil and strife
transformed many of its institutions into multi-functional entities. For example, the state's army was
no longer merely tasked with conquests, defending against external enemies, and protecting the state's
borders. In addition to these roles, it also undertook various security duties, primarily focusing on
suppressing movements opposing the state and countering opposition. The administration of provinces
and regions also played a prominent security role, with governors becoming one of the most important
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security tools, if not the most extended arm in security matters. The army during the Umayyad era
played a crucial role in maintaining security and stability. It was one of the key forces through which
the state reinforced its control and expanded its territory. The Umayyad army consisted of diverse
elements, including Arabs, who formed the backbone of the army, in addition to fighters from the
Berbers, Persians, and other peoples who embraced Islam. This diversity contributed to creating a
formidable military power for the state. The army was perhaps one of the most visible Umayyad
institutions, particularly in confronting adversaries. This is natural, given that the military is, in all
circumstances, a security institution whose function is to protect the state's security from both external
threats and internal dangers. The Umayyad Caliphate, despite the complexity of internal challenges
and the severity of external dangers, succeeded in extending its influence by land and sea over a vast
area, encompassing a significant portion of the ancient world. Its borders stretched from the edges of
China in the east to southern France in the west. The state managed to conquer Africa, the Maghreb,
Andalusia, southern Gaul, Sindh, and Transoxiana in a rapid expansion that continues to astonish
scholars. The Umayyad army was well-organized, divided into units and detachments, each with its
own leader overseeing it. The Umayyad caliphs relied on prominent military leaders to manage
campaigns and expand the state's borders. The Umayyad army did not attain its significance
immediately; it underwent developmental stages that paralleled the general evolution of the Arab
Islamic state since its inception. This allowed the army to fulfill its role as an institution with policies,
objectives, and principles. Thanks to this powerful and organized army, the Umayyad state managed
to endure for more than ninety years and control vast areas of the Islamic world.
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