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Interpenetration of Languages: An Applied Study in
the Lexicon of Taj al-Lughah wa Sihah al-°Arabiyyah
Dr. “Ali Hikmat Fadil Muhammad Department of
Arabic Language, Ibn Rushd College of Education for
Human Sciences, University of Baghdad

Abstract

The phenomenon of language interpenetration has been a
subject explored by Ibn Jinni in his seminal work Al-Khasa'is
(The Peculiarities), subsequently engaged by later scholars.
Language interpenetration, a recurrent theme in linguistic
scholarship, manifests in diverse grammatical and phonological
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domains, including the morphological construction of the present
tense verb, derivational patterns, vowel elongation (al-madd) and
shortening (al-gasr), glottal stop realization (hamz) and its
simplification (tashil), among other linguistic phenomena.

This study investigates language interpenetration within the
lexicon Taj al-Lughah wa Sihah al-‘Arabiyyah (The Crown of
Language and the Authentic Arabic) by al-Jawhari, one of the
five primary sources utilized by Ibn Manzur in compiling Lisan
al-‘Arab (The Arab Tongue)—arguably the most significant
Arabic lexicon. The research traces instances of this phenomenon
within al-Jawhari’s lexicon.

The study commences with a preface addressing conceptual
foundations: the notion of linguistic interpenetration,
terminological debates, distinctions between classical and
modern interpretations, and etiological factors driving cross-
linguistic influence. Three core sections follow:

1. The first section: Examines interpenetration of languages
in phonetic substitution (al-istibdal al-sawti), gradations in glottal
stop articulation (al-hamz bayna al-tahgiq wa al-tashil), and
phonemic assimilation (ishmam harf ila harf).

2. The second section: Analyzes interpenetration of
languages in dual-root (thuna’i) and trilateral-root (thulathi) verb
systems, and lexical synthesis through divergent morphological
templates.

3. Lexical Interpenetration: Explores interpenetration of
languages in synonymy (al-taraduf), antonymy (al-addad),
homonymy (al-ishtirak al-lafzi), and lexical arabization (al-
ta‘rib).

Keywords Translation: Interpenetration —  Syntactic-
Morphological Synthesis — al-Jawhari — Lexical Phenomenon.
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