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The philosophy of Religion according to Walter Stis

Dr. wafa Kazem Ali Rahim
University of Anbar - College of Arts - Department of
Sociology

Abstract:-

This research explores the concept of religion according to
American philosopher Walter Stace, one of the most prominent
thinkers in the philosophy of religion in the 20th century. Stace
argues that mystical experience is the core of all religions,
emphasizing that religion cannot be understood solely through
beliefs or rituals, but through direct religious experience—
especially mystical experience, which transcends reason and
logic. Stace believes that mystical experience is universal and
shared among various religious traditions, both Eastern and
Western. He calls for understanding religion as an inner
phenomenon based on emotional insight and subjective
experience, rather than treating it as a rational ideological
system. He rejects materialistic explanations of religion and
maintains that mystical experience involves a kind of "union"
between the human and the Absolute—something that cannot
be scientifically or rationally explained. Stace compares mystical
experiences across different religions to demonstrate the
existence of a "common core" in religious experiences. In doing
so, he opposes the positivist trend that seeks to reduce religion
to its external aspects only.

Keywords: Walter Stis — philosophy — contemporary — religion —
“mysticism.
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