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Women and their role in the novel "Umm Al - Nodhur" by
the novelist Abdul Rahman _ a sociological study

Abstract:

This research aims to examine the representations of women
in the novel "Umm al-Nudhur" (Mother of Vows) by the novelist
Abd al-Rahman Munif from a literary sociological perspective.
This text reflects the social and cultural structure of Arab society
and addresses women's issues within a narrative context that
reflects the transformations of collective consciousness and
dominant mental patterns. The study proceeds from Munif's not
portraying women as secondary or marginal characters, but rather
assigning them symbolic and functional roles that express their
social and historical position and reveal the class and value
contradictions in traditional and semi-modern societies .

The research relied on the sociological approach to literary
criticism, which combines textual analysis with social
interpretation. The research addressed various forms of women's
representation in the novel. mother, lover, victim, rejector, and
actor. It also examined the relationship between the narrative
structure and the distribution of gender roles in the text. The
study concludes that Munif presents a complex image of women,
combining brokenness and strength, compliance and rebellion.
This makes his novel a mirror of the social order and a space for
deconstructing the prevailing male authority discourse. The study
recommends expanding the sociological approach to analyzing
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Arabic literature as a tool for understanding the cultural and
political structures underlying narrative representations .

Keywords: Representations of Women, Arabic Novel, Umm
al-Nudhur, Social Criticism, Women and Society .
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