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Abstract of the research
Interactive language in street theater

Research is ongoing in the language of the theatrical performance,
and continues in the process of renewal to enrich the performance
and increase the effectiveness of the two main parties of the
equation of the performance (the performer and the recipient)
because the absence of interaction between them weakens the
theatrical performance, and this matter includes all types of
theatrical performances, including street theater performances that
travel to markets, public squares and important streets to present
community issues with abbreviation, condensation and exciting
performance.

Street theater works on the principle of the presence of a
performer versus a recipient and communicating with each other
by creating a common interactive language, without paying much
attention to the language of other things (the scenery, costumes,
accessories, lighting ,etc.) except in the case of dramatic necessity
imposed by the action, as the sovereignty in street theater is for
the language of the performer (dialogue ,gesture, movement, etc.)
and the language of the recipient (the interactant (resulting from
the reaction to the course of the performance.

The current research aims to identify the characteristics of the
interactive language in street theater.

The theoretical framework consists of two sections:

The first section: The language of theatrical performance:

The discoveries of the languages of the theater and drama in
general have deepened, and the theater has many languages added
to the language of dialogue/speech, including:
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The language of space (color, line, mass ,light and shadow), which
is concerned with the designer of scenery, costumes ,makeup and
lighting.

The language of the body, signs and gestures, which is often
specialized in actors based on the directing instructions.

The language of music and sound effects.

All of these languages reveal meanings and contribute to
conveying the connotations of the text/theatrical performance. The
idea contained in the text/theatrical performance is not presented
exclusively through the language of dialogue/speech, but rather all
elements of the text and all dramatic values of the performance
participate in presenting it in an indirect form, while the direct
form for conveying the idea of the text/theatrical performance is
the form of the language of dialogue. All languages in the
components of the theatrical performance crystallize in one
language, which is the language of style, since the sovereignty in
literature, art and everything in life is the language of style and not
the style of language.

The second topic: Interactive language in street theater

There is a spiritual and material convergence between the street
theater show represented by the performers and techniques and the
audience surrounding them. What is meant by spiritual
convergence is that the performers are not alien characters to the
recipient ,because they are often drawn from reality or suggest
reality in some way ,especially when they raise the subject and
issues that directly affect the lives of the audience present, which
makes the connection between the show and the audience
spiritually strong. As for the material convergence, it is evident
from the performers’ keenness to address the audience directly
and they may interact with them physically or ask them to be
present in the performance space and participate in the show. As a
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result of this convergence, the psychological distance between the
show and the audience interacting with the show can be reduced.
Street theater takes into account the audience it has attracted and
made surrounding the show in terms of:

The language of the dialogues is short ,close to daily life and
appropriate to the topic of the show.

Clarity of the idea and avoidance of depth and branching.

Dealing with a single event free of branches.

The show time does not tire the audience who watch the show
standing in irregular rows, which makes watching and following
difficult for some of them.

Theoretical framework indicators:

The recipient in street theater has a language through which he
participates in the show by showing emotions .expressing in
words and all reactions, and responding to the performers '
invitation to do something with voice and movement and entering
the acting space.

Short sentences are used in the dialogue of street theater shows,
and if long dialogues are found, they require a high degree of
emotional charges that stimulate the audience's interaction.

The language of theatrical techniques) costumes, decor and
lighting) in street theater shows is rarely used compared to the
language of traditional show techniques.

The language of music and live singing moves the audience's
feelings in street theater more than pre-recorded music.

Chapter Three: Research Procedures

Research Community: A community consists of the shows
presented at the Kirkuk Street Theater Festival - the seventh
session on 2023/11/21-19- which are more than twenty theatrical
shows with diverse intellectual and artistic approaches and
orientations.
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Research sample: Selected models of the shows presented at the
festival

First model: The silent play (Sea Letters (performed by (Honer
Mohi Taher - Dr. Kayfi Ahmed Abdul Qader - Faridoun Hamad
Amin) presented by the (Koya) troupe from the city of Koysanjaq
- Erbil.

Second model: The play (Traveler from Gaza) performed by
(Mukhtari Mohammadi) and directed by Najat Najm.

Third model: The play (Letters) written and directed by Sadiq
Makki - performed by Jaafar Al-Amir - presented by the

Contemporary Theater Department at the Holy Shrine of Imam
Hussein

Fourth model: The play (Enough) directed by Wael Zakaria -
Republic of Syria

Fifth model: The play (Slaughterer (produced by Al-Kunooz
University College, written by Saad Hadabi, and directed by Ali
Al-Ahmad.

Chapter Four: Results and Conclusions

From the results:

First: The languages of dialogue were multiple in the
performances of the Kirkuk Street Theater Festival, the seventh

session, as were the dialects of the language of dialogue. The
Kurdish language was present in the play (A Traveler from Gaza)
and the Arabic language was present in the play (Letters) in
addition to the local dialects branching from these languages. The
language of dialogue was dominant in the performance of the play
(Slaughterer.(

Second: Sign language, movement and gesture played a large and
important role in conveying the contents of the performances. The
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performance of the play (Letters from the Sea) and the play

)Enough) went to completely remove the language of dialogue
from the performance, and rely on the effectiveness of the
language of movement ,gesture, music, effects, costumes and
accessories.

Third: The music and sound effects worked very effectively, as
they played a preliminary role for the beginning of the

performances in the play (Enough). The effects played a pivotal
role in changing the course of events after the celebration music
was prevalent. The effect of the sound of explosions and falling
shells came, which Kkilled the bride and groom. In the play
(Slaughterer), the live drumming and rhythmic sounds played a
role in creating the general psychological atmosphere that

stimulated interaction.

From the conclusions:

The silent plays that use few dialogues in street theater achieve
higher interaction than the shows that rely on the language of
dialogue as a basis for conveying their content, because losing
words is very likely in open spaces due to the auditory
interference resulting from the movement of the audience and the
voices of passersby.

Live music and effects - not recorded - achieve higher interaction
and break the illusion.

All the shows addressed the audience directly, and included an
invitation to participate.

Keywords: Street theatre - interactive language - theatre languages
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