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Irag has come to realize the importance of finding new
visions that keep pace with the geo-economic changes due to
its geographical location, which has made it a center for trade
in the Middle East and a passage for trade caravans from Asia
on their way to Europe, such as the famous Silk Road and the
routes coming from India and Iran to the Mediterranean coast
in the era preceding the establishment of the Suez Canal.
Hence came the idea of the dry canal project, which restores
Irag's effective role in trade exchange between East Asia and
the Arabian Gulf with Turkey and Europe by extending a
road that ensures the possibility of goods arriving in a land
journey not exceeding 15 days instead of a sea journey of up
to 30 days, with two paths, one of which is a railway line
with a length of 1176. Accordingly, this research aims to
study the geo-economic development path in its extension
within the borders of Iraq and its impact on the economic
structure of Iraq and a spatial analysis of the railway
transport project, the total length of which reached about
2893 in 2022, with 4 main lines linking the Iraqi
governorates together, and the number of trains reached
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about 33 trains with a traffic volume estimated at about 143
thousand passengers and about 406964 tons of goods for the
same year, compared to an expected traffic volume in the
future after the completion of the line estimated at about 14.5
million passengers and about 2 million tons of goods
annually in its first stages of operation, so that the research
can estimate the levels of spatial and economic efficiency of
land transport by railway, and look to the future in short and
long-term time stages until 2050.
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