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Abstract. This research investigates the role of strategic environmental auditing in the
attainment of sustainable development goals, with a specific emphasis on the healthcare
sector. The analyzed sample, represented by the Diyala Health Directorate, reveals that
environmental auditing plays a crucial role in advancing the environmental performance
of institutions. This process aids in identifying vulnerabilities and recommending
improvements that enhance environmental efficiency and mitigate adverse environmental
impacts. Nonetheless, the findings indicate that implementing environmental auditing
within healthcare institutions is still constrained by a lack of awareness regarding its
significance, inadequate financial and human resources, and the absence of standardized
protocols. A principal conclusion of this study is that strategic environmental auditing
has the potential to serve as an effective instrument for reconciling economic growth with
environmental conservation; however, this necessitates heightened awareness about its
importance and the provision of requisite resources for its execution. Furthermore, the
results indicate that institutions that have embraced advanced environmental management
systems, such as ISO 14001, demonstrate enhanced capabilities in achieving sustainable
development goals. Consequently, this research advocates for increased awareness of the
significance of environmental auditing, the allocation of financial and human resources
to facilitate its implementation, and the development of standardized protocols to ensure
the quality and effectiveness of these processes. It also encourages institutions to adopt
long-term environmental strategies that bolster their environmental efficiency and
diminish their negative impacts on the environment. In doing so, environmental auditing
can evolve into a formidable tool for achieving sustainable development and securing a
better future for subsequent generations.

Keywords: Strategic Environmental Auditing, Sustainable Development, Health Sector,
Environmental Performance
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