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Abstract:

This research focuses on an important term in Arabic linguistic thought,
which is based on preference or comparison between two or more linguistic
measurements to determine the most preferable one—known as "Al-Aqyas"
(the most appropriate or preferable measures). This term was frequently used
in linguistic records, reflecting the scholars' mastery in analogy, comparison,
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reasoning, and selecting the most suitable linguistic rules in alignment with the
grammatical principles they established to systematize and regulate the Arabic

language.

The roots of this term date back to the early stages of grammatical
authorship, as its usage can be traced to Abdullah ibn Ishag Al-Hadrami, Abu

Amr ibn Al-Ala, Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad, and Sibawayh.

This study aims to highlight the true meaning of the term "Al-Aqyas" through
its usage by grammarians, presenting the key criteria for determining linguistic
preference, the justifications for using it, and various linguistic foundations

associated with this term.
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