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The political role of Banu al-Nushari in the Abbasid era until 334 AH: an 
analytical historical study 

Abstract: The Banu al-Nushari tribe is one of the authentic Arab tribes whose 

lineage goes back to Bakr ibn Wa'il, one of the Adnanite tribes. They played 

an important role in public life in the Islamic state, contributing to shaping the 
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political and cultural life in the Islamic world. Their role became prominent 

during the Abbasid era, due to their significant role in the events that occurred 

during that era, including the seditions and unrest against the Islamic 

Caliphate in Baghdad, and the secession of many cities and regions from the 

body of the Islamic state. The Banu al-Nushari emerged through the role 

played by the sons of Muhammad ibn al-Salil al-Shaybani al-Nushari. We 

note that most Islamic sources confuse them because they bear the same name, 

Isa ibn Muhammad. Many sources also considered them to be one person, Isa 

ibn Muhammad, including al-Zarkali in his book al-A’lam, with the exception 

of some sources that sometimes referred to the title, mentioning Abu Mansur 

and Abu Isa. However, the orientalist Zambaur indicated that they were two 

and not one person. One of them was called Abu Mansur Isa ibn Muhammad 

al-Nushari, who ruled the Levant for the period (247-256 AH), and the other 

was called Abu Musa Isa ibn Muhammad al-Nushari, who had a political role 

in Iraq, ruled Persia for the period (287-288 AH), and ruled Egypt during the 

period (292-297 AH). Their sons, Ahmad ibn Isa ibn al-Sheikh ibn al-Salil al-

Shaybani al-Nushari, ruled the city of Amed and Diyarbakir, and after him his 

son Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Nushari, who rebelled against the Abbasid 

Caliphate and then… He submitted to her after a long siege. 
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