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Abstract

The research addresses the evolution of writing systems and their significance in
the history of human civilization. It focuses on studying the levels of writing
development, starting from the use of symbolic pieces, then the pictorial level, and
finally advancing to cuneiform writing. It also discusses the theories proposed about
the origin of writing, which are based on the study of clay tablets discovered at various

archaeological sites.

The research clarifies the three levels of writing development: the pictorial level,
the symbolic level, and the syllabic phonetic level. It traces the chronological
development of writing, and the materials used, with an emphasis on clay tablets as a
primary medium for writing. Additionally, it explores the process of deciphering
cuneiform writing and the efforts of scholars in decoding its symbols, starting from the

seventeenth century to the discoveries of the nineteenth century.

The research concludes that the invention of writing in Mesopotamia stands for
a pivotal turning point in human history, enabling the transmission of knowledge

across generations and contributing to the acceleration of civilizational development.

Keywords: Writing, Mesopotamia, Clay Tablets, Cuneiform Writing, Writing
Development, Documentation, Civilization, Cuneiform Script, Clay.
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