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The phenomenon of manifestation among the
theological sects.
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Abstract

The phenomenon of manifestation is one of the phenomena in which the
theological sects differed greatly. It appeared in the first centuries of the emergence
of theology and theological sects, and the disagreement over it expanded after the
first three centuries. Thus, it became clear to us the extreme importance of the
phenomenon of manifestation among Sufis. It is one of the evidence they presented to
solve the problems raised in determining the divine attributes. They expanded on it
greatly, and it appeared for some of them under the name of manifestation, and for
others under the name of manifestation or revelation.

As for the other sects and schools of thought, they dealt with it as an attribute of
God Almighty, so the Sunnis considered it an attribute in and of itself. As for the
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Ash’aris, they limited their treatment to the attribute of vision and speech in this
world and manifestation through witnessing in the afterlife. As for the Mu’tazilites,
they denied it just as they denied many attributes.

Many late thinkers and Sufis dealt with manifestation as a phenomenon and not
just an attribute, so they divided it into other divisions such as existential, subjective,
and witness manifestation. They made manifestation a cognitive mechanism for
clarifying the relationship between the divine essence and divine manifestations.
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