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Abstract:

Artificial intelligence (Al) applications have permeated traditional media
and become deeply embedded in digital media, serving as a key driver of its
evolution and innovation. Al is now an essential component of digital media
platforms, assuming hierarchical roles in media processing—from sourcing
information, categorizing media content, and editing to publishing.
Furthermore, Al facilitates targeted audience engagement through processes
of inference, extrapolation, and data-driven guidance.

With the increasing focus on sustainability in line with Iraq’s current
developmental directions—despite the country’s delayed adoption of
sustainability as a critical issue—Al has emerged as a crucial factor due to
its integral role in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs),
particularly in quality education and innovation. Sustainability
fundamentally revolves around human development, as individuals represent
the output of accumulated knowledge and expertise, shaped by enhanced
awareness and skills.

The researcher employed a descriptive survey methodology to examine the
research problem, selecting a purposive sample of digital media
professionals. Data were collected using a questionnaire targeting a sample
of 125 respondents. The study found that Iragi journalists are increasingly
relying on Al applications to streamline professional tasks such as writing,
editing, and data collection. Resource consumption emerged as a pivotal
aspect of sustainability, emphasizing the importance of minimizing
consumption while maximizing production—an approach that Iraqi
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journalists are adopting to contribute to sustainable development.
Additionally, the study highlighted that raising awareness and shaping

individual behaviors within Iraqi society is fundamental to sustainability, as
human development lies at the core of this concept.

The research recommends: training journalists in Al applications,
intensifying media efforts in public awareness and education on
sustainability, and involving the public in digital content creation for
sustainable development by establishing interactive Al-driven platforms.

Keywords: journalism, artificial intelligence applications, digital media,
digital content, sustainable development.
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