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Abstract:

This study critically examines the claims made by several Jewish Orientalists who
question the sanctity of Jerusalem in Islamic tradition. The research focuses on analyz-
ing and refuting specific allegations aimed at undermining the historical and religious
significance of Jerusalem, particularly the al-Agsa Mosque, in Islam. Key contentions
addressed include the assertion that the sanctity of al-Agsa Mosque is a later development
influenced by political and religious events, and interpretations of the Isra and Mi’raj as
purely symbolic narratives without historical basis. The study also scrutinizes claims that
Muslim rulers constructed the Dome of the Rock for political motives rather than religious
devotion. Employing a critical methodology grounded in historical and textual analysis,
the research aims to demonstrate the weaknesses in these Orientalist arguments and to

highlight the underlying motives behind such claims.

Keywords: Jewish Orientalists, Bayt al-Maqdis, Isra and Mi raj.
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