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Aspects of Visual Pollution in the City of Najaf Al-Ashraf
(Al-Madina Street as a Case Study)

Lect. Razzaq Hussein Hashem Al-Ameedi(Phd)
alameedi1972@gmail.com

Abstract:

Visual pollution is considered one of the non-material (intangible)
forms of pollution. It has been referred to by several terms, including
urban encroachment, unattractive visual elements, visual
distortions, poor visual scenes, and disruption of the aesthetic
image of the city, until the term visual pollution became commonly
used.

This research aims to shed light on the manifestations of visual
pollution in the city of Najaf Al-Ashraf, using one of its main streets
as a case study representative of other areas in the city.The study
includes a theoretical framework and two main sections. The first
addresses visual pollution, its causes, and measurement methods,
while the second section focuses on fieldwork and analysis of visual
pollution manifestations in the study area.

The research reached a number of conclusions, including: the lack of
architectural uniformity in the study area in terms of building
heights, colors, architectural styles, and the mix of old and new
buildings. It also found a widespread presence of encroachments
onto sidewalks and vehicle lanes by street vendors and shop owners,
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as well as the use of these areas for generators and construction
materials. Furthermore, residential encroachments have extended
into the street, narrowing its final section. Piles of debris and waste
were observed in the street’s median strip, and there was a lack of
sufficient and consistent waste container numbers and types.

The study recommends prohibiting all forms of encroachment by
residents—whether on vehicle lanes or sidewalks—to allow free
passage for both vehicles and pedestrians. It also calls for the
rehabilitation of the street section leading to the ring road,
matching it to the specifications of the main street. This should be
achieved by activating the supervisory and executive role of the
Najaf Al-Ashraf Municipality, continuously holding violators
accountable, imposing fines on offenders, and supporting and
enhancing the role of traffic police in managing traffic in the study
area.

Keywords: Visual Pollution, Najaf Al-Ashraf, Al-Madina Street.
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