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The Belt and Road Initiative
as a Tool of Chinese Soft Power and Its Challenges

Assist. Lect. Mohammed Nazar Naji
University of Kufa — College of Basic Education\
muhammedn.alhaddad@uokufa.edu.iq

Abstract
China has employed its soft power to ensure the success of the Belt

and Road Initiative, a strategic project through which it aims to
expand its global influence. China has utilized soft power by
cooperating with developing countries through infrastructure projects,
which include land roads, railways, and investments in seaports
located in geopolitically strategic areas around the world.
Additionally, China has engaged in building schools, hospitals, and
medical and health centers, as well as constructing dams for
hydroelectric and renewable energy generation. It has also established
pipelines for transporting oil and natural gas to China and has built
industrial and economic cities in poor countries with the goal of
creating new markets for its products and generating Chinese labor
opportunities in those countries.

However, all these Chinese projects have faced numerous challenges
and difficulties, the most significant of which include political,
economic, social, and security challenges, as well as American
competition, which manifests through the establishment of
agreements and treaties with those countries.

Keywords: Soft Power, China, Infrastructure, Belt and Road
Initiative.
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