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The journey of seventy years in the realm of anthropology
in Iraq

Professor Dr .ABDULWAHID MISHAAL ABED
University of Baghdad / College of Arts / Department of Sociology
E-mail :abdmashal@yahoo.com

Research summary

ims to explore seventy years of anthropology history in Iraq and to highlight the
asigniﬁcant contributions of the founding generation in establishing and promoting
anthropology in Iraq ,as well as revealing its merits and drawbacks .The importance of the
research lies in reviewing the pioneers of anthropology in Iraq and their role in advancing this
discipline ,along with its various contributions to studying the problems of the Iraqi people in
their local environment ,through the multiple anthropological schools to which these pioneers
and their students currently belong .Furthermore ,the research provides a critical review of
the issues and confusion facing anthropology in Iraq and attempts to address everything that
could undermine its role by showcasing researchers who contribute to its revival ,enabling it
to keep pace with the cultural transformations experienced by the Iraqi individual amid global
civilizational changes .The technological advancements in communication during the era of
globalization have led anthropological studies to expand beyond their traditional research
interests into a broader scope ,becoming a science that studies human cultures through
innovative field research ,and subsequently understanding the status of Iraqi anthropology in
this context . As for the research methodology ,it relied on the use of the analytical inductive
method .As for the most important findings ,they can be summarized as follows:

1 -The credit goes to the pioneers ,led by the distinguished Professor Dr .Shakir Mustafa
Salim ,for his groundbreaking study on the Al-Jubaiha in southern Iraq ,which marked the
beginning of the journey of anthropology ,in addition to the cumulative scientific efforts
provided by the second and third generations ,up to the present stage.

2 -Anthropology is experiencing its crisis between confusion and cases of imitation and
transmission.

3 -The future prospects are fraught with opportunities for advancement and risks of
regression.

4 -The current generation of researchers is experiencing confusion in understanding and
assimilating anthropological knowledge ,which has made them prisoners of imitation.

Keywords: Journey - Seventy - Space - Anthropology - Iraq.
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