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The implications of competition in outer space for international security are becoming
clear. What we must understand in this regard is that international politics and the international
system are already witnessing another strategic arena of competition: outer space. This is
fundamental to military power, economic power, and maneuvering in the event of war. All of
this enables us to understand a new theory of space power, based on the premise that whoever
controls space controls the Earth. Space power will feature a unique structure connected to the
Earth, enabling actors to control and dominate other domains. The future will then witness
strategic maneuvers beyond the confines of conventional and nuclear military power. Outer
space is, after all, an arena for international competition and a source of power that states seek
to possess to maintain their position in the global system. Enhancing its defensive capabilities
leads to its militarization and weaponization, which raises a dilemma based on a central
question: Will outer space become an arena for conflict and a threat to international security,
given the weak legal framework governing its uses? To answer this question, events and
outcomes were presented and explained, positions and trends were analyzed, and backgrounds
and historical contexts were examined. As a result, failure to manage the use of space and the
tendency toward its militarization will have repercussions for the sustainability of planet Earth.
The issue is not simply one of regulation among national governments sharing outer space;
rather, there is also a growing number of non-governmental centers, companies, and industries
dominating this field.

Keywords: militarization of space, outer space, international security, adversarial
competition.
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