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The Art of Pulpit Oratory Between Authenticity and
Modernity: The Husseini Pulpit as an Example

Lect.Muhannad Mohammed Salih(PhD)
University of Kufa / College of Basic Education / Department of
Islamic Education

Abstract

In this research, we briefly aim to identify the true nature of oratory,
its origins, and the most important rules that must be followed to
achieve religious discourse that unites the audience and is
characterized by moderation and objectivity, far from extremism
and favoritism. We primarily focus on pulpit oratory in general, and
the Husseini pulpit in particular. This is to understand the extent of
development and change in its discourse, bridging the gap between the
authenticity of oratory (as one of the industries of Aristotelian formal
logic, or what Aristotle himself called the art of rhetoric) and what
contemporary oratory has become, aligning with the requirements of
the modern era and how well it meets these demands. Here,
"modernity” signifies contemporaneity according to the terms of
thinkers.

Throughout this research, we have explained these concepts, enabling
us to reach a set of conclusions. These indicate that pulpit oratory
fundamentally emerged for the purpose of guiding people, continuing
the reformist approach initiated by Imam Hussein (peace be upon
him) through his revolution against injustice and deviation.

It also became clear that Husseini pulpit oratory derived its
authenticity from the art of logical rhetoric, which has deep
historical roots. It has kept pace with the development and modernity
that coincided with the scientific revolution and rapid advancements.
This reveals its potential for spatiotemporal breadth and
comprehensiveness. For this reason, several trends and
methodologies have emerged within it, yet it has not deviated from the
logical foundations that constitute the basic structure of oratory.
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