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The Authoritativeness of the Experts' Opinions in Rijal
Evaluations (An Analytical Study)
Assist.Lect. Hassan Salim Hassan Farhan Al-Oboudi

hal9ss80n@gmail.com

Abstract
The science of Rijal (biographical evaluation) is considered one of

the important disciplines in verifying the authenticity or weakness of
Hadiths, regardless of whether the basis is reliability (thiga) or
trustworthiness (wuthiiqa). Scholars have differed regarding the
justification for relying on the statements of Rijal scholars. Some have
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argued that their opinions fall under the category of reliable reports
(khabar al-thiga); others have considered their statements as a form
of legal opinion (fatwa); some have viewed them as a type of
testimony (shahada); and others have relied on the notion of i
f
1

reassurance or confidence (itmi’nan)—alongside other views.
Among the significant foundations that has drawn much discussion is =~ %

the idea of returning to them on the basis that they are experts (ahl
al-khibra). The research confirms the soundness of this foundation,
with the practice of the rational-minded (sirat al-‘ugala’) serving as

the most important evidence—alongside other foundations that are
valid in and of themselves.
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