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The Impact of Natural Sites on Ecotourism in
Iraq (Karbala as a Case Study)

Dr. Noor Jawad Abdullah
noor.alhilfy86@gmail.com

Abstract
This research aims to study the impact of natural sites in the city of

Karbala on ecotourism, focusing on exploring the available natural
features in the city and how to leverage them for tourism. It also seeks i

to identify the challenges facing ecotourism in Karbala and propose
practical solutions to ensure the sustainability of this type of tourism.
The research further discusses the role of ecotourism in preserving

the natural environment of the city and how it contributes to

protecting natural resources.

Karbala boasts a unique geographical location and a diversity of

natural landmarks such as oases, public parks, agricultural lands, in

addition to surrounding rivers and mountains, making it a promising e
ecotourism destination. However, ecotourism in Karbala faces T
numerous challenges, including lack of infrastructure, low

environmental awareness, and pressure on natural resources,

which necessitates developing effective strategies to overcome these
obstacles.
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Data was collected through surveys distributed to 100 tourists who
visited the city, as well as interviews with local experts and tourism
project owners. Results showed that Karbala's natural landmarks
attract visitors well, but there is a disparity in the evaluation of their
beauty, reflecting the need for improved maintenance and investment.
It also became clear that there is a significant gap in environmental
awareness campaigns, with most participants believing that current
efforts are insufficient. Regarding the future, participants showed
great optimism about the development of ecotourism in Karbala,
but they highlighted the necessity of improving infrastructure and
increasing environmental awareness among tourists.

The research concludes that enhancing cooperation between
governmental and private entities and improving environmental
policies will lead to an improved current situation and foster the
sustainable role of ecotourism in the local economy.

Keywords: Ecotourism, Natural Sites, Iraq, Karbala, Geographical
Location, Area, Population, Natural Features, Ecotourism Impact,
Sustainable Development.
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